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Message from our Director of Academics

Dear QMS Students, Parents and Guardians,
With a new start to the school year comes new adventures in learning. Queen Margaret’s School understands
that each student has individual strengths, passions and interests. Our academic program offers a balanced
curricular program with courses that will enable students to explore their interests, broaden their perspectives
and envision a pathway for their future. Our instructional practice emphasizes inquiry, experiential learning and
the transferable skills that will support every student to thrive in and beyond school. We are also excited to
welcome new possibilities with our Grade 8–9 project-based learning program, and a variety of new course
offerings.
Our faculty is here to support each individual student to discover their potential. It is our promise to provide an
exceptional and rigorous education that is learner-centered in its approach. It is our expectation that our
students will embrace the opportunity to be architects of their own learning with an equal measure of dedication
and resilience. The Queen Margaret’s School academic program envisions a new generation of confident leaders
empowered to create a more just and connected world. We hope you are up for the challenge!
While we have spent the past year learning in many new, innovative and sometimes unexpected ways, Queen
Margaret’s School remains committed to providing an enriched and engaging educational program for all of our
students. As long as it is safe to do so, we are committed to learning, growing and engaging with one another in
person and on campus. We are so fortunate to have a 27-acre campus to support our learning and enable us to
get outside.
The following handbook addresses what students will need to know, do and understand about our Senior School
academic program. It includes information about Ministry curriculum, graduation requirements, course options
and our expectations for every student. Learning new things can be a challenging endeavour—we are here to
champion your success. I know I speak for all of our faculty when I say that we are looking forward to learning
with every student and helping you to reach your unique and diverse aspirations in 2021–2022.
With best wishes for a fulfilling year ahead,

Alison O’Marra-Armstrong, M. Ed.
Director of Academics
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1.0 Senior School Administrative Staff
Deputy Head of School
The Deputy Head of School is responsible for the articulation and implementation of daily and strategic
decisions regarding the holistic education of all Senior School students, ensuring that a respectful tone is set
and experienced on campus. This role is responsible for establishing systems of discipline which are just,
appropriate and restorative. The Deputy Head has oversight of the professional work of the Senior School
faculty. This position reports directly to the Head of School and works to promote student and faculty learning
in a safe and nurturing environment. For questions, concerns and feedback about the Senior School programs,
please contact the Deputy Head of School.
Ander Monro
amonro@qms.bc.ca
Director of Academics
The Director of Academics works collaboratively with the Deputy Head of School and Junior School Principal
and is responsible for ensuring that the QMS academic program meets Ministry and the Canadian Association of
Independent Schools (CAIS) accreditation requirements. The Director of Academics is also responsible for
ensuring curricular programming consistency within the Senior School academic offerings. This includes senior
school BC curriculum offerings, senior outdoor education programs, faculty advisory curriculum, senior learning
support systems, school examinations and AP College Board Courses. Keeping abreast of current research in
the field of education and best pedagogical practice, the Director of Academics seeks professional development
opportunities for faculty that align with the School’s strategic and innovative planning and works to advance a
student-centered approach to learning. The Director of Academics supports the educational program as it
relates to student learning experiences, teacher excellence and collaborative practice.
Alison O’Marra-Armstrong
aomarra@qms.bc.ca
Post-Secondary Counselling Office
The Post-Secondary Counselling Office supports students to identify and choose programs for future studies
and pathways. The Post-Secondary Counsellor works in close partnership with students, and their parents, to
select Queen Margaret's School courses that best meet their identified goals. Choosing a post-secondary
framework that matches each student’s interests, passions and talents is exciting—and challenging. The Queen
Margaret's School Post-Secondary Counsellor meets with students to help find their best fit and guide them
through the application process. The counsellor works with students from Grades 8–12 to explore career options
and to coordinate additional course support through the Queen Margaret's School tutoring program as needed.
Carol Ingledew
cingledew@qms.bc.ca
Administrative Support Staff
Two administrative support staff members work with Senior School faculty and students to ensure seamless
communication throughout the School. The Junior School Secretary is located in The Learning Centre (TLC) and
the Senior School Secretary is in Spurgin Hall. These team members are the main conduit for daily
communication between home and school. They are also responsible for all record keeping and database
management for the Junior and Senior Schools.
reception@qms.bc.ca
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2.0 Academic Procedures & Expectations
Senior Curriculum
As a globally-minded community, Queen Margaret’s School provides enriched educational experiences and
unique curricular programs that create new generations of confident leaders of character and compassion,
empowered to create a more just and connected world. As educators, we promise to provide an exceptional
and rigorous education that prepares young trailblazers for an unknown future.
All curricular programs aim to develop a desire in students to reach their full potential in a variety of subjects.
The school encourages each student to set high standards. We believe that as self-confidence and selfdiscipline evolves, students gradually realize and attain their goals.
At QMS, we take a research-informed and evidence-based approach to student success. Our faculty are
dedicated to offering each student the opportunity to develop their critical and creative thinking skills through
exceptional teaching and assessment practices. We offer a positive student-centered environment where
students can always strive to achieve their best. Interesting and challenging programs are offered to all
students, and patience, understanding, and support systems are in place and available to those students who
need extra time to help build their confidence, self-esteem and aptitude.
A demanding curriculum and the need for initiative and self-reliance in their classes prepares students for
the world of post-secondary education.
Timetable
All academic courses at Queen Margaret’s School begin in September and end in June (Linear Schedule).
Electives may be offered on a semester basis in Grades 8–9 only. Select courses will be offered outside of the
timetable.
Study Blocks
At QMS, we expect our students to be fully engaged with their learning. Students in Grade 12 are offered a
study block to help support the demands of advanced coursework and post- secondary planning. Study
blocks must be approved by the Post-Secondary Counsellor and Director of Academics for all other grades.
Attendance
Rigor and personal excellence are educational pillars at QMS. In order to achieve these high standards,
students are required to be present and active in their classes, in chapel and at school events. When
students choose to miss any of the above, appropriate consequences will be applied.
Absences from school
We are fortunate at Queen Margaret’s School to enjoy extended school holidays in December and March
each year. In order to maximize each student’s learning, we require that all students attend school when the
school is in session. The dates for the 2021–2022 school year are included on our website for planning
purposes. Only in family emergencies, or extenuating circumstances, will permission be given to leave or
return to school outside the designated holiday dates. Please contact the Deputy Head of School with any
inquiries regarding approved leave from school.
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Course Selection
Course selection will take place in April. Students will be provided with information on course offerings for the
upcoming year and will meet with the Post-Secondary Counsellor in the spring. Students will receive an initial
timetable based on their choices by June. Please note that all courses are subject to sufficient enrolment and
may not be offered every year. Changes to course selections may be made with the Post-Secondary
Counselling Office during the first two weeks of classes in September.
Add/Drop a Course Deadline
Students can change courses during the initial two (2) weeks of classes. Any further changes to a student’s
timetable will require permission from the Director of Academics, the Post-Secondary Counselling Office, and
when necessary, consultation with the parent or guardian.
Homework
Teachers may assign homework for fluency building, to check for understanding, to complete assignments or
to allow for reflection. It is expected that students will complete their homework by the assigned date. Faculty
Advisors will communicate student progress on a regular basis with parents and guardians.
Depending upon the academic needs of each student, co-curricular circumstances and time of the year,
homework assignments can vary. All school systems, activities and philosophies at QMS are aligned to foster
student success and wellness. This includes a healthy balance between a student’s academic and personal life.
Daily homework should range from approximately one (1) hour for Grade 8 and 9 students and up to two (2)
hours for Grade 10–12 students.
Our teachers welcome comments or questions from parents and are eager to clarify expectations and provide
strategies to support the completion of homework.
Classroom Assessment and Examinations
Classroom assessment is central to learning and plays an important role in the instruction process. Formative
and summative assessment offers a meaningful source of information about student progress. Feedback from
ongoing assessment in the classroom can help our learners and their teachers personalize learning experiences
and set goals. All classes will use a variety of assessment strategies including, but not limited to, student selfassessment, classroom assignments, tests, quizzes, projects, and performance assessments.
There will be a cumulative assessment period scheduled at the end of each course. Teachers may choose to offer
an end-of-course cumulative examination, project, or performance assessment at their discretion. All forms of
assessment will be relative to the course outcomes. The criteria for each assessment will be clearly communicated
to students in advance. All students are expected to complete cumulative assessment requirements to
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of course outcomes. Cumulative assessment and
examination exemptions can only be made by the Director of Academics in consultation with the subject area
teacher.
Students attending Queen Margaret’s School will be expected to complete the curricular requirements for
graduation as they are set out by the British Columbia Ministry of Education. This includes the completion of
Graduation assessments when they are required.
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Re-Write Policy
Students who achieve a failing grade on a mid-year or in-class summative test or examination will be provided
with opportunities to demonstrate their learning. This may include re-writing or re-doing an assignment at a
time that is convenient, and mutually agreed upon, by the classroom teacher. Failure to meet the learning
outcomes on a final summative test or examination may require that a student re-take the course or attempt a
course challenge. Students may also choose to re-write a Graduation Assessment at a scheduled time set out
by the Ministry. Students may write a single Graduation Assessment a maximum of three times.
Graduation Assessments
Graduation assessments have changed to align with the new curriculum. As part of the updated graduation
requirements, students in the B.C. Graduation Program will complete three provincial assessments in Grades
10–12. These assessments focus on the demonstration and application of numeracy and literacy.


Grade 10 Numeracy Assessment (graduation requirement)



Grade 10 Literacy Assessment (graduation requirement)



Grade 12 Literacy Assessment (graduation requirement starting in 2021–22)

Provincial graduation assessments use a four-level proficiency scale for reporting student achievement
results. Students receive an overall score based on all of their responses with these results placed in one of
four levels of the Proficiency Scale. All provincial assessment results will be reported on students’ transcripts.
A student’s proficiency level and detailed information will be available through the Student Transcripts Service
(STS).
1 - Emerging
2 - Developing
3 - Proficient
4 - Extending
The student
demonstrates an initial
understanding of the
concepts and
competencies relevant to
the expected learning.

The student
demonstrates
a partial understanding of
the concepts and
competencies relevant to
the expected learning.

The student
The student
demonstrates
demonstrates
a complete
a sophisticated
understanding of the
understanding of the
concepts and
concepts and
competencies relevant to competencies relevant to
the expected learning.
the expected learning.
For more information, please visit the British Columbia Ministry of Education Provincial Assessment website.

Advanced Placement (AP)
Advanced Placement (AP) courses enable students to pursue rigorous, university-level studies while still in high
school. These courses are recommended for students in Grade 11 or 12 and may require pre-requisite courses
from the British Columbia curriculum. A student in Grade 10 may elect to take an AP course with the
permission of the Post-Secondary Counsellor. Elements of each course will be delivered both inside and
outside of regular school hours. AP courses that are offered at Queen Margaret’s School are externally
accredited by the British Columbia Ministry of Education and are reported as a percentage grade on student
transcripts. Each AP course also concludes with a university-level examination or portfolio assessment that is
scored externally by the College Board. Students may choose to take these examinations at an additional cost.
AP examinations are highly recommended. Students who are enrolled in an AP course at Queen Margaret’s
School, or an externally-accredited educational institution, will be permitted to write the examination here on
campus.
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Students are asked to sign up for AP examinations in November per the AP College Board deadline. Late
enrolments will be subject to an additional fee. For more information about AP courses and examinations,
please visit the College Board website.
Each AP score shows how well a student did on the AP examination. This score will be used by universities to
determine if a student is qualified to be granted advanced credit. Please note it is the responsibility of each
student enrolled in an AP course to self-report their examination or portfolio scores to post-secondary
institutions at their discretion. The School is unable to do this on behalf of students.
AP scores are a weighted combination of a student’s scores on the multiple-choice section and on the freeresponse section. The final score is reported on a 5-point scale as follows:
5 = extremely well qualified
4 = well qualified
3 = qualified
2 = possibly qualified
1 = no recommendation

2.1 Academic Support
Faculty Advisors
Queen Margaret’s School Senior School Faculty Advisory Career and Leadership Education program is
designed to meet and exceed the British Columbia Ministry of Education Career Education curriculum with
the inclusion of leadership learning. Our Faculty Advisors facilitate community building, leadership
development, goal setting and career education. Students are encouraged to employ self-assessment,
reflection and leadership skills to uncover their strengths, interests and post-secondary goals. To achieve this,
students engage in leadership activities, participate in service learning, explore clubs, post-secondary options
and participate in life and career planning within their faculty advisory group.
Each Senior School student has a Faculty Advisor. Faculty Advisors support each student’s success by
monitoring their academic progress. Faculty Advisors facilitate communication between teachers, students,
parents, and by promoting a positive and supportive relationship. Parents and guardians will be notified of
their student’s Faculty Advisor in September. It is important that communication is a two-way process. If you
have questions or concerns on academic or school related issues, we appreciate you contacting us.
Academic Help
To support each Senior Student’s academic success, QMS teachers offer tutorial support in their classroom
during regularly scheduled times Monday to Friday.
Tutors
QMS faculty members offer daily academic support during scheduled tutorial times. However, if a student
requires extra assistance with their schoolwork, QMS may recommend hiring a professional tutor. These
instructors will come to our campus and assist your child in their learning. Parents can request extra tutoring
through the Post-Secondary Counselling Office. Please note that QMS faculty members may not provide
tutoring services for students enrolled in their own classes.
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The cost of tutoring is $27.50 per half hour and the tutoring fees will be charged to student accounts.
Permission from parents/guardians is required before tutoring can begin.
Challenge Policy
In accordance with Provincial policy, a student may challenge a course required for graduation according to
guidelines established by the School. These guidelines are outlined below.
QMS Challenge Guidelines

Prior to a challenge, the student requesting to challenge must have achieved a final grade of 92%
or above in the pre-requisite course, with the exception of students challenging a language course
whose final grades will be reviewed by the Post-Secondary Counselling Office and Director of
Academics to determine eligibility

Students must first receive permission from and/or be recommended to challenge by the subject
teacher

Students must demonstrate they have met the prescribed learning outcomes. Challenge
requirements will vary depending on the subject area, but can include any or all of the following: a
final exam, writing samples, portfolios, and skills demonstration

All course challenges for Grades 10 to 12 must be approved by the Director of Academics

Students will be awarded a letter grade and a percentage mark for a course that has been
successfully challenged

Students will be granted permission to challenge a course only once

Courses that have been challenged will be identified on a student’s transcript of studies
Equivalency
Courses taught outside the British Columbia school system that substantially match the learning outcomes of
British Columbia Ministry of Education approved courses are eligible for credit through equivalency. To be
deemed equivalent, there should be a match of approximately 80% or more of the learning outcomes to a
Ministry-developed course. In order to receive credits through equivalency, students must provide the
appropriate documentation as proof of successful completion of the course prior to enrolment at Queen
Margaret’s School. Please see procedures for equivalency in Section 5.0 of this handbook.
External Credits
The British Columbia Ministry of Education has outlined policy for credit to be awarded for learning outside
the traditional school setting. Typical situations include credit for fine arts, athletics, equestrian training, or
language study through established institutions in programs where a syllabus and methods of evaluation are
published. In order to earn credit for an approved credential, students must provide the appropriate
documentation proving successful completion of the external assessment, event, course or program. For more
information on organizations that are approved to offer external credits by the British Columbia Ministry of
Education, please visit the external accreditation website.
Online Learning
At present, current return to school plans have been designed to be flexible, dynamic and to provide
continuity of learning while prioritizing health and safety in the face of current COVID-19 protocols. When
necessary, learning in 2021–2022 may be supported through a hybrid/flexible approach of in-class face-toface instruction and online learning. This hybrid/flexible approach to learning will provide students with
exposure and practice with online learning and offers a built in “back up” when students cannot be in class.
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All courses in the Senior School will be organized using an online learning management platform called
Microsoft Teams. This program is part of our Office 365 suite of tools and is commonly used to communicate
information, materials and assignment expectations with students.
Students wishing to complete an online or distance course that is not offered in our regular timetable, must
seek approval first from the Post-Secondary Counselling Office. Costs incurred from courses offered by online
providers are the responsibility of the student. Students are required to maintain their status as full-time
enrolment at Queen Margaret's School. This requires that they take a minimum of seven to eight QMS courses.
Outdoor Education
Learning in the outdoors helps students to develop critical thinking skills, an appreciation of nature, adopt
sustainable practices and become stewards of the environment—having access to the unparalleled beauty of
Vancouver Island’s natural spaces provides an exceptional experiential learning opportunity for our students.
Outdoor Education, as its name suggests, necessitates taking learning outside. This can occur in a variety of
ways, from leveraging our 27-acre campus, and engaging locally in the Cowichan Valley, to participating in an
expedition. Additionally, students at every grade level are provided with the opportunity to participate in an
extended outdoor education experience, ranging from one to five days in length. All students will also engage
in scheduled “Get Outside Afternoons” during the school year as an integral component of the outdoor
education program and an opportunity to learn outside.
Independent Directed Studies
Independent Directed Studies (IDS) is a system that allows students to meet curricular outcomes and carry
out their learning independently, outside of a regularly scheduled class. To participate in IDS, students must
demonstrate the ability to work independently under teacher supervision. To qualify for IDS, students must
show a demonstrable need to take a course outside of the regular timetable. If approved, the Director of
Academics, Post-Secondary Counsellor, supervising teacher and student will develop a plan that includes
course expectations and clear criteria for determining the successful completion of the course.
Dual Credit
Students may earn credit towards graduation by earning credit for courses at specific post-secondary
institutions. Procedures are aligned with Equivalency and External Credits. Students are entitled to earn dual
credit if they are enrolled in a course from a post-secondary institution which is a member of the British Columbia
Transfer System or offered in French through Educacentre.
Textbooks
All students are provided with a copy of the required textbook(s) for each of their courses. Students are
expected to treat all school property with respect and will be charged for lost or damaged textbooks. Students
will be required to submit their textbooks prior to the end of the school year. Refunds will not be provided for
textbooks that have returned late.
Use of Cell Phones and Electronic Devices
Students are encouraged to put their phones away for the day. While cell phones are permitted for
educational purposes in classrooms at the discretion of the course teacher, they may not be used during class
time for personal use. Students who do not adhere to the Student Information & Communication Technology
(ICT) Policy (as outlined on our website) will have their device confiscated and held by the Deputy Head of
School until the end of the school day. Students may only use their cell phones inside Spurgin and Rowantree
Halls (Senior School block) during the designated technology break. Cell phones may not be used on our school
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grounds outside of the school buildings, in transit between school buildings, or at lunch time. Unapproved use
of cellphones will result in immediate device confiscation.
Student Agendas
It is recommended that all students use an agenda to keep track of their work. During the first week of classes,
students will be introduced to the School's online email and course management tools.

2.2 Academic Policies
Cheating
Cheating includes copying from the work of another student, allowing another student to copy from one’s
own work, consulting with another student during examinations, using unauthorized aids during an
examination, and the theft or unauthorized possession of an examination paper or other materials.
Appropriate consequences will be applied in consultation with the Director of Academics.
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is the act of presenting the ideas or works of another as one’s own. This applies to all materials
including essays, term reports, laboratory reports, presentations, computer programs, research projects and
results, and statistical data. The use of such material, either directly or indirectly, without proper
acknowledgment (i.e., footnotes, endnotes, or parenthetical reference) will result in appropriate
consequences.
Academic Support Plans
QMS students are encouraged to demonstrate rigor and personal excellence. However, in the situation where
a student is unable to meet minimum learning outcomes, they will be supported with an academic support
plan that is overseen by the Director of Academics.
Queen Margaret’s Senior School policy states that the passing mark for courses is 50%, and grades of 65% are
recommended for admission to courses at the next grade level. This is set in place to ensure acquisition of prerequisite skills for the following academic year. Students in Grades 8 to 12 who do not achieve 65% in an
academic course may be required to hire a tutor or engage with supplementary studies as recommended by
the school.
Athletic Competitions
Student athletes are expected to maintain their academic performance in all of their courses. In a situation
where a student is unable to meet learning outcomes or course expectations, appropriate consequences will
be applied. This may include being unable to participate in athletic practices or events. Any exemption to this will be
at the discretion of the Equestrian Program Director or Senior Athletics Director in consultation with the
Deputy Head of School.
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3.0

Grade 8–9 Program Overview

At Queen Margaret’s School, we recognize that our programs have the potential to provide transformative
learning experiences for our students. Over the last 20 years, research has shown us the critical impact schools
can have during early adolescence.
In 2021–2022, we will be introducing a project-based learning framework. Students will be working with a core
team of middle years’ teachers who specialize in the Humanities (English and Social Studies) and STEM (Science
and Math) teaching fields. Students will benefit from the opportunity to learn the content from each curricular
area, by engaging in real-world, relevant and engaging unit projects. Each core co-teaching team will provide
students with an exciting and balanced curriculum where students will develop their independence, leadership
capacities, self-confidence and passion for learning. Core teachers will also serve as the homeroom faculty
advisors. As middle years’ educators, the teaching team understands the needs of learners at this exciting
physical, social and emotional stage in their development. Student wellbeing and the provision of a safe and
nurturing environment are central to the Grade 8–9 Program. Wellness-centered education will form a
significant part of our Faculty Advisory program in 2021–2022 and will be emphasized each week during Equine
Facilitated Leadership Development programming at the Equestrian Centre.
Modern languages, Athletics, Arts and Applied Design Skills will provide the framework for elective learning
opportunities and will integrate the use of innovation, inquiry, experiential learning and technology. The indepth exploration of topics will allow students to develop expertise in inquiry methods, make connections
across disciplines, and find experimental applications for their learning in the real world. With elective options
in the afternoon, students will also experience the transition to a Senior School program.
All Courses offered in the Grade 8–9 Program meet the requirements of British Columbia’s curriculum for
Kindergarten–Grade 9. Students will have the opportunity to choose among several elective choices that are
either half-year elective courses, or full-year immersive opportunities. Course selections will be reviewed upon
completion by the Post-Secondary Counsellor and students will be advised if any changes need to be made. If
you have any questions or need assistance with this process, please contact our Post-Secondary Counsellor,
Carol Ingledew at cingledew@qms.bc.ca.
If English is not a student’s primary language, they will be tested when they arrive in September and they may
be placed in an English Language Development class to further develop their English language proficiency. If a
student’s English proficiency falls below a level that will allow for meaningful integration into our mainstream
curricular program, they may be referred to our English Preparatory Program.
Our teachers are passionate educators who are looking forward to supporting each student with their best-ofself as they return to school in September. This includes establishing a learner-centered environment that
champions student success and enables each individual to build confidence, character and compassion.
Further information and key features of British Columbia’s curricular model can be accessed on the British
Columbia Ministry of Education website.
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3.1 Grade 8 and 9 Course Offerings
Grade 8 Course Offerings

Grade 9 Course Offerings

Faculty Advisory 8:
Career and Leadership Education
Project Based Learning Humanities 8:
English & Social Studies
Project Based Learning STEM 8:
Science and Mathematics

Faculty Advisory 9:
Career and Leadership Education
Project Based Learning Humanities 9:
English and Social Studies
Project Based Learning STEM 9:
Science and Mathematics

French or Spanish Language 8

French or Spanish Language 9

Physical Health Education and/or
Equestrian Program 8–9
English Language Development 8
(For ELL Students)

Physical Health Education and/or
Equestrian Program 8–9
English Language Development 9
(For ELL Students)

Half-Year Fine Arts Exploratory Courses 8-9

Drama: Introduction to Dramatic Arts 8–9
Media Arts: Introduction to Media Arts 8–9
Music: Introduction to song-writing, composition, rock band and film score 8–9
Visual Arts: Introduction to Visual Arts 8–9
Students may select two of the above electives
Half-Year Applied Skills Exploratory Courses 8-9

Entrepreneurship: Introduction to Business Studies and Entrepreneurial Thinking 8–9
Cooking and Foods: Introduction to Cooking and Food Studies 8–9
Robotics: Introduction to Coding and Computational Thinking Arts 8–9
Woodworking: Introduction to basic woodworking 8–9
Students may select two of the above electives
Full-Year Elective Courses 8-9

Senior Concert Band 8–12: Offered outside of the timetable
Choral Music 8–12: Offered outside of the timetable
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Faculty Advisory: Career and Leadership Explorations 8–9
In Grades 8 and 9, students explore concepts such as identity, leadership, career exploration, personal
planning and transferable skills. Students begin to explore their skills and passions in greater depth and
determine their future goals. Students will identify the value of work in our lives and explore their
community and society from diverse perspectives. The curricular competencies that are emphasized
include self-awareness, working with others, collaboration and communication, career knowledge and
awareness, and career planning. These subjects are offered through the Faculty Advisory program.
Project Based Learning 8–9:
We know that learning does not happen in isolation. With project-based learning, students can engage further
with the course content when they see connections to what they are learning in school and the world around
them. The core curriculum in the Grade 8–9 program will be delivered through a project-based learning format
beginning in 2021–2022. Homeroom teachers will be comprised of one Humanities English and Social Studies
teacher and one STEM Science and Math teacher. Teaching teams will work together to build student
understanding of curricular content through integrated projects. The first two blocks of every day will be set
aside for classroom learning and project development. Additionally, dedicated time each week will be set
aside to explore project applications through field trips, experiential learning and additional time to build
deeper understanding through project development. Student learning will be further supported with personal
leadership opportunities in our Equine Facilitated Leadership Development Program. In addition to Physical
Education or Riding, students will also have the opportunity to select interest-based electives in the Arts,
Applied Skills and Modern Languages.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Overview
Students in the Grade 9 program who are 14 years of age or older will have the opportunity to voluntarily
begin the Duke of Edinburgh International Award program. Students will be encouraged to take some time
during the Outdoor Leadership Trip to develop their skills, interests and plans for completing their award
level. This is an internationally renowned program that supports students in the development of self,
leadership, service to others, outdoor learning, physical recreation and skill development. There are three
levels–Bronze, Silver and Gold.
For each level there are four (4) sections to be completed:






Service: Volunteer in the community
Skill: Develop a skill or hobby
Adventurous Journey: Explore the natural environment
Physical Recreation: Exercise and stay active
At the Gold level, there is one additional section: A Residential Project (5 days in a new
environment working with new people)
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Outdoor Education 8: Exploratory Program
This is a four-day exploratory place-based trip which will provide students with an opportunity to experience
outdoor education, leadership and collaborative learning at Strathcona Park Lodge. Students will challenge
themselves through a variety of outdoor activities including canoeing, kayaking and high ropes initiatives.
Through these experiences, students will begin to develop an emerging understanding of personal and group
leadership skills.
*Note: This is usually a four-day overnight trip in late October that involves a combination of camping and staying
at Strathcona Park Lodge. It is possible that the program could be amended for the 2021–22 school year to meet
safety protocols as a result of COVID-19. More information will be sent home to families as soon as it is available.

Outdoor Education 9: Facing Challenges
This is a four-day introductory place-based trip designed to help build the core competencies of thinking and
communication while simultaneously developing students’ personal understanding of leadership in the
outdoors. Students will be introduced to basic outdoor education planning and safety, leadership skills and
the fundamentals of outdoor wilderness survival at Strathcona Park Lodge. Through these experiences,
students will earn how to build shelters, cook outdoors and prepare safely to enjoy an outdoor camping
experience.
*Note: This is usually a four-day overnight trip in late October that involves a combination of camping and staying
at Strathcona Park Lodge. It is possible that the program could be amended for the 2021–22 school year to meet
safety protocols as a result of COVID-19. More information will be sent home to families as soon as it is available.
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4.0 Grades 10–12 Graduation Program
4.1 2021—2022 Graduation Program Requirements

Certificate of Graduation
2021–2022 Graduation Program Requirements
The BC Certificate of Graduation or "Dogwood Diploma" is awarded to students
who successfully complete the provincial graduation requirements.
Students require a minimum of 80 credits to graduate.
Of these 80 credits:



At least 16 credits must be at the Grade 12 level, including a required
Language Arts 12
At least 28 credits must be elective course credits

52 credits are required from the following:









Career-Life Education (4 credits) – Delivered through Faculty Advisory
Career-Life Connections (4 credits) – Delivered through Faculty Advisory
Physical and Health Education 10 (4 credits)
Science 10 (4 credits), and a Science 11 or 12 (4 credits)
Social Studies 10 (4 credits), and a Social Studies 11 or 12 (4 credits)
A Math 10 (4 credits), and a Math 11 or 12 (4 credits)
A Language Arts 10, 11 and a required 12 (12 credits total)
An Arts Education 10, 11, or 12 and/or an Applied Design, Skills, and Technologies 10,
11, or 12 (4 credits total)

In addition, students must also complete three new graduation assessments:




The Grade 10 Graduation Numeracy Assessment
The Grade 10 Graduation Literacy Assessment
The New Grade 12 Graduation Literacy Assessment will be introduced in 2021–2022
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Queen Margaret’s School Expectations
In addition to requirements that are set out by the Ministry of Education, Queen Margaret’s School expects
that all students will become fully engaged in our educational program. Our promise as a school is to provide
an exceptional and rigorous education that builds confidence, character and compassion. This requires an
equal commitment from our students to take advantage of the academic and co-educational opportunities
that we have designed to support personal learning, growth and excellence.
The following expectations are held of all students:





Full time enrollment is required of each student in our Senior School:
o Grade 8–11 students are required to be enrolled in a minimum of eight QMS courses
o Grade 12 students will be enrolled in a minimum of seven QMS courses
Queen Margaret’s School provides a breadth and depth of course offerings. Students, parents, and
guardians are asked to become familiar with our academic and elective course offerings in advance
of enrollment. We do not offer online courses at QMS at this time.
All students are expected to participate fully in our co-curricular athletic, arts, and service
programming opportunities.
All students are expected to participate in experiential and outdoor education programming. Queen
Margaret’s School faculty will maintain our commitment to support challenge by choice on these
excursions.

British Columbia International Student Graduation Credit Policy
This policy recognizes that international students working towards a Dogwood Diploma may begin their
studies in a British Columbia school at a point other than the beginning of their Grade 10 year. Regardless of
when students begin their graduation program, international students must meet all of the graduation
requirements of a Dogwood Diploma.
International students who enter a British Columbia school after Grade 10 are restricted to the courses that
they may use for to earn a Dogwood Diploma. This includes credit through equivalency, external credentials,
or a course challenge for skills and knowledge obtained in a language other than English or French.
Procedures for Equivalency
Schools can award credit based on equivalency for Grades 10, 11 and 12 Ministry-developed courses and
Board Authorized courses.
For the purpose of determining equivalency, comparison of courses may be based on factors such as the
following:

comparison of learning standards

comparison of general subject matter

comparison of depth or breadth of coverage of subject matter

comparison of assessment methods, instruments, and standards
To be deemed equivalent, sufficient content should have been covered to enable the student to be successful
in additional learning in the content area. For a Grade 11 or 12 course, there should be a match of
approximately 80 percent or more of learning standards.
In order to receive credits through equivalency, students must provide the appropriate documentation as
proof of successful completion of the course.
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To earn a Dogwood Diploma, all international students must meet all graduation requirements, including all
required exams and assessments.
International students whose educational program was not instructed in either French or English for at least
two years prior to arriving in British Columbia must earn credits through instruction from a British Columbiacertified teacher (not through Equivalency review or Challenge process) for the following courses:
 A Language Arts course at the Grade 11 level (minimum 4 credits)
 A Language Arts course at the Grade 12 level (minimum 4 credits)
 A Social Studies course at the Grade 11 or 12 level (minimum 4 credits)
 A Science course at the Grade 11 or 12 level (minimum 4 credits)
 A Mathematics course at the Grade 11 or 12 level (minimum 4 credits)
 Career-Life Education (4 credits)
 Career-Life Connections + Capstone (4 Credits)
Source: British Columbia Ministry of Education (2019)
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4.2 Grades 10 to 12 Course Offerings
Courses are subject to sufficient enrolment and may not be offered every year
English Language Development
English Language Development 10
English Language Arts
Composition & New Media 10
Literary Studies 11
English Studies 12
Social Studies
Social Studies 10
Social Studies 11
History 12
Law 12
Human Geography 12
AP Microeconomics 12
Mathematics
Foundations of Mathematics & Pre-Calculus 10
Workplace Math 10-11
Foundations of Mathematics 11-12
Pre-Calculus 11
Pre-Calculus 12
Calculus 12
AP Calculus AB 12
AP Statistics 12
Sciences
Science 10
Science for Citizens 11
Medical Sciences 11
Life Sciences 11
Chemistry 11
Physics 11
Anatomy & Physiology 12
AP Biology 12
Climate Change Studies 12
Chemistry 12
Physics 12
AP Chemistry 12
Outdoor Leadership Trips
Outdoor Leadership Trip 10: Building Relationships
Outdoor Leadership Trip 11: Building Confidence
Outdoor Leadership Trip 12: Leading Sustainability

Career Education
Career-Life Education 10
Career-Life Connections 11
Career-Life Connections + Capstone 12
Applied Design, Skills and Technology
Culinary World Tour 10-12
Media Arts 10-12
Accounting 11
E-Commerce 12
Work Experience 12
Languages
French 10
French 11
Introductory Spanish 11
French 12
Fine Arts
Studio Art: Visual Art (2D) 10-12
Studio Art: Material Art (3D) 10-12
AP Studio Art 12 2D
AP Studio Art Drawing
AP Studio Art 12 3D
Drama 10-12
Senior Concert Band 10-12
Concert Choir 10-12
Physical Education
Physical and Health Education 10
Active Living 11-12
Fitness and Conditioning 11-12
Equestrian Program
Physical Health and Education for Equestrian 10
Equine Science: Anatomy & Physiology 10-11
Active Living for Equestrian 11-12
Equestrian Athlete 11-12
Equestrian Management 11-12
Introduction to Horse Training 11-12
Introduction to Equine Instructing 11-12
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5.0 Equestrian Program Curriculum
QMS Students may choose to participate in our unique English riding program. We are committed to providing
a nationally recognized, integrated Hunter, Jumper, Equitation, and Dressage rider training using the
Equestrian Canada Rider levels curriculum. We inspire and prepare recreational and competitive riders with a
comprehensive and supportive training program.
Regardless of equestrian goals, QMS provides each and every rider with strong riding skills and competence
in stable management. Our academic program, along with the equestrian experience will prepare riders for
future endeavours at the post-secondary level or within various aspects of the equestrian industry. (Rider
levels theory and stable management are required and included in all of our Equestrian Programs.)
Program

Learn to
Ride LTR1

QMS
Equestrians
1
EQ1

QMS
Equestrians
2
EQ2

Equestrian
QMS Credit Options
Canada Rider
Level

1&2

3–6

3–6

Team QMS
TQ5
3–8

Average Lessons or
Contacts per week

Clinics

Horse Shows

Optional
Additional
Fee

Limited
Optional
Additional
Fee

Limited
Optional
Additional
Fee

Credited through
1 Lesson
the Physical &
Optional
Health Education Scheduled within Additional
Program
the timetable when
Fee
(Gr. 8-12)
possible

Optional
Additional
Fee

Optional
Additional
Fee

Credited through
2 Lessons
the Physical &
Optional
Health Education Scheduled within Additional
Program
the timetable when
Fee
(Gr. 8-12)
possible

Optional
Additional
Fee

Optional
Additional
Fee

Credited through
1 Lesson
the Physical &
Health Education
Scheduled outside
Program
of the timetable
(Gr. 8-12)

Credited through
the Physical &
Health Education
Program (Gr. 8-9)
Equestrian
Athlete
(Gr. 10-12)

Full training
program
Scheduled both
within and outside
of the timetable
Full Lease or Own
Required
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Horsemanship
Workshops

5
Workshops
Required &
Included

2
Clinics
Required
Additional
Fee

3
Horse Shows
Required
Additional Fee

External Credit Options
BC Ministry of Education approved external credits are awarded for learning outside of the traditional school
setting. To earn credit for an approved credential, students must provide the appropriate documentation
proving successful completion of the external assessment, event, course or program.
Equestrian focused external credits include:
Equestrian Canada
Course: English Rider Preparation 2
Course Code: UERP 10
2 Elective Credits
Fulfills Applied Skills/Fine Arts 10, 11 or 12 requirement
Successful completion of Equestrian Canada Rider Level 2 theory and test
Course: English Rider Preparation 6
Course Code: UERP 11
4 Elective Credits
Successful completion of Equestrian Canada Rider Level 6 theory and test
Course: English Rider Preparation 8
Course Code: UERP 12
4 Elective Credits
Successful completion of Equestrian Canada Rider Level 8 theory and test
Canadian Pony Club
Course: Canadian Pony Club 11
Course Code: UCPC 11
4 Elective Credits
Fulfills Applied Skills/Fine Arts 10, 11 or 12 requirement Successful completion of Canadian Pony Club Level B
Course: Canadian Pony Club 12
Course Code: UCPC 12
4 Elective Credits
Successful completion of Canadian Pony Club Level B2
Sports Credentials Program – Athlete
Course: Athlete 10
Course Code: UXSA 10
4 Elective Credits
Verification by Horse Council of BC of BC Summer Games Team member
Course: Athlete 12
Course Code: UXSA 12
4 Elective Credits
Verification by Horse Council of BC of FEI Young Riders Program
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6.0 English Language Learners
The English language development program at QMS has been designed to support the development of
academic language skills for students who are learning English as an additional language. Students are
provided with opportunities to develop their academic language proficiency and understanding of schoolbased texts. Development of subject-specific vocabulary to assist comprehension in mainstream academic
courses is highlighted.
Courses Available:
1. English Language Development 8
2. English Language Development 9
3. English Language Development 10
English Language Development 8

Required Course for ELL
Pre-requisite: None
Students will use their basic interpersonal communication skills in ELD 8 to develop their listening
comprehension, confidence and fluency in speaking, reading comprehension and writing for different
purposes. Students will be further supported in the development of their academic language proficiency
through exploration of subject-specific vocabulary and use of specific writing forms including expository,
narrative and persuasive school-based texts. This course will also introduce students to the research process
and the use of writing for academic purposes that they may encounter in their mainstream academic courses.
English Language Development 9

Required Course for ELL
Pre-requisite: None
Using their emerging basic interpersonal communication skills, students in ELD 9 will further develop their
listening skills and oral communication accuracy. Students will begin to make oral presentations, and with
support, will begin to read in English for meaning and context through supported reading tasks. Additionally,
students will continue to develop their writing skills for a variety of academic purposes including, but not
limited to, expository, narrative and persuasive school-based texts. Students will engage in research projects
and further develop their study skills. Increasing their understanding of subject-specific vocabulary, students
will gain the ability to organize their ideas and increase the accuracy in their writing for academic purposes.
English Language Development 10

Required Course for ELL 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
Students in ELD 10 will continue to be supported in the development of their interpersonal communication
skills and academic language proficiency. Students will be able to communicate with increased accuracy, listen
for context and express their thoughts, opinions and ideas in English. Students will further develop their
academic writing accuracy through the organization of ideas, selection of research material, selection of
subject-specific vocabulary and the use of expository, narrative and persuasive school-based texts.
Additionally, students will be able to read for a variety of purposes and will develop confidence in their oral
presentation skills. This course will support students in their critical thinking, but also in the management of
their mainstream academic courses across the curriculum.
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7.0

English

New Media Studies 10

Elective Choice Course 2 Credits
Pre-requisite: English 9 and Composition 10
In this course students will delve into the languages of the world. Including nonfiction texts and writing for
journalism. This course is designed to reflect the changing role of technology in today’s society and the
increasing importance of digital media in communicating and exchanging ideas because digital literacy is an
essential characteristic of the educated citizen. Coursework is aimed at providing students with a set of skills
vital for success in an increasingly complex digital world by affording opportunities to demonstrate
understanding and communicate ideas through a variety of digital and print media. Students will explore tasks
and texts designed to introduce students to the transactional study of journalism and publishing, media and
film studies, and digital communications.
Composition 10

Required Course 2 Credits
Pre-requisite: English 9
This course is designed to support students in their development of written communication through a critical
process of questioning, exploring and sampling. Within a supportive community of writers, students will work
individually and collaboratively to explore and create coherent, purposeful compositions. Students will read
and study compositions by other writers and consider a variety of styles as models for the development of their
writing. This course builds students’ writing competencies by introducing them to varied structures, forms,
and styles of compositions. Students have opportunities to individually and collaboratively study, create, and
write original pieces, exploring audience and purpose. They also develop their craft through processes of
drafting, reflecting, and revising.
Composition 10 is taken in combination with New Media Studies 10.
Literary Studies 11

Required Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Language Arts 10
This course allows students to delve deeply into language and literature. Students will explore specific themes,
periods, authors, or areas of the world through literary works (fiction and non-fiction) and a variety of media.
Students will increase their literacy skills through close reading of appropriately challenging texts. They will
enhance their development of the English Language Arts curricular competencies, both expressive and
receptive, and expand their development as educated global citizens. Possible areas of focus, as they relate
to written composition, include narrative, expository, descriptive, persuasive, and opinion pieces. Students
will engage in the planning, drafting, and editing processes while writing for specific audiences and specific
disciplines. This course will also emphasize how to cite sources, consider the credibility of evidence, and
evaluate the quality and reliability of the source.
English Studies 12 (Graduation Requirement)

Required Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Language Arts 11
The required English Studies 12 course builds upon and extends students’ previous learning experiences in
English 10 and 11 courses. It is designed for all students and provides them with opportunities to refine their
ability to communicate effectively in a variety of contexts and to think critically and creatively about the uses of
language, explore texts and literature from a variety of sources, in multiple modes, reflective of diverse
worldviews. Students will deepen their understanding of themselves and others in a changing world. Students
compose a variety of written responses, including expository, synthesis, and literary analysis essays.
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8.0

Social Studies

Social Studies 10

Required Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Social Studies 9
Social Studies 10 uses social studies inquiry processes to explore the social, political, economic and global forces
that have shaped Canada and the world from 1919 to the present. Students will understand the influence of
different political ideologies and institutions, the impact of domestic and global conflict, the development and
function of Canadian, First Nations and other political institutions and the impact of discriminatory policies
and injustices on Canadian and global populations. Students who take this course will be able to assess differing
perspectives, justify accounts, and make reasoned judgments about issues in the past and the present.
Social Studies 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Social Studies 9
Explorations in Social Studies 11 uses Social Studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions; gather,
interpret, and analyze ideas about areas of interest that are drawn from a wide spectrum of societal topics.
This includes the pursing critical inquiry into areas that may pertain to political studies, philosophy, genocide
studies, geography, social justice and indigenous studies. By exploring a variety of perspectives in a thorough
and balanced manner, students develop the skills to approach persistent problems, questions, and issues with
confidence and purpose. Sample topis may include issues also related to contemporary studies such as fake
news, post-truth, the study of activism and climate change or human challenges and conflict – both past and
present.
History 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Social Studies 10
Students in this course will learn to use historical inquiry processes and skills to ask questions, analyze ideas
and communicate findings and decisions about significant historical events in the 20 th century. The study of
20th Century history will help students to develop and understanding of historical perspective and apply this
understanding to their current realities in the 21st Century. Students will learn to think critically about cause
and affect relationships and assess how prevailing conditions and the actions of individuals or groups affect
events, decisions, and development. Through the study of significant global events between the time periods
of 1919 and 1991 students will begin to make reasoned ethical judgments about controversial actions in the
past, or present, and determine whether we have a responsibility to respond.
Law 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Social Studies 10
Studies in Law 12 asks students to inquire about their legal rights and responsibilities in Canada. Students gain
an understanding of the legal system in Canada, how it has evolved and how it is applied. Students will
understand that a society’s laws and legal framework affect many aspects of people’s daily lives. Students will
have the opportunity to examine the Constitution of Canada and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms,
structures and powers of the courts and key areas of law such as criminal law, civil law, and family law and
Canadian legislation concerning First Peoples. After taking this course, students will be able to understand
their legal rights and responsibilities so that they may participate more fully in society.
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Human Geography 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Social Studies 10
In this course, students will begin to take a more thorough look at interactions between humans and the world
around them. Students will use inquiry processes to ask questions about topics such as population studies,
climate studies, food security and intercultural relations. By assessing the significance of places and identifying
the physical and/or human features that characterize them, students will understand how natural processes
have an impact on both the environment and human settlement. Students will explore content, and ask
questions, related to agricultural practices, First Peoples and the environment, human settlement and the
influence of humans on the environment. By the end of the course, students will be able to draw conclusions
about innovative and sustainable use of natural resources and our interactions with the physical environment.
AP Microeconomics 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Administrative Approval
The AP Microeconomics course provides students with an understanding of the principles of economics as
they apply to individual decision-making units, including individual households and firms. The course examines
the theory of consumer behavior, the theory of the firm, and the behavior of profit-maximizing firms under
various market structures. Students evaluate the efficiency of the outcomes with respect to price, output,
consumer surplus, and producer surplus. They examine the behaviors of households and businesses in factor
markets, and learn how the determination of factor prices, wages, interest, and rent influence the distribution
of income in a market economy (Source: AP College Board). This is a very challenging course in terms of content
and time, and the successful student will spend a minimum of 4 hours a week on homework and reading
outside of class. Attendance is compulsory. AP final exams are conducted in May. Students who score 3/5 or
above on the final exam may be able to gain a first-year credit at university.
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9.0

Mathematics

Foundations of Mathematics and Pre-Calculus 10

Required Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Math 9
Foundations of Mathematics and Pre-Calculus 10 starts students on the pathway designed to provide them
with the mathematical understandings and critical-thinking skills identified for entry into post-secondary
programs. Main topics include linear, area and volume measurement, in both SI and imperial units; right-angle
trigonometry; irrational numbers; integral and rational exponents; polynomial expressions, including common
factors and trinomial factoring; functions; linear relations; and systems of linear relations. This course requires
students to supply their own scientific calculator. The TI-83 or TI- 84 calculators are acceptable (TI-89 is not
permitted).
Workplace Math 10

Required Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Math 9
Workplace Math 10 is an investigative math course designed to connect mathematical concepts with each
other, other areas and personal interests. Students will explore real-world math in a variety of contexts and
will develop thinking strategies to solve problems. During the course, students will create, interpret and
critique graphs and explore topics such as financial literacy, probability, tendency, metric and imperial
conversions. Students will also explore trigonometric ratios, surface area and volume. This course requires
students to supply their own scientific calculator. The TI-83 or TI-84 calculators are acceptable (TI-89 is not
permitted).
Workplace Math 11

Required Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Math 9
Workplace Math 11 is an investigative math course designed to connect mathematical concepts with each
other, other areas and personal interests. Students will explore real-world math in a variety of contexts and
will develop thinking strategies to solve problems. Students will be able to interpret graphs in society and
understand the application of financial literacy as it pertains to investments, loans and budgeting. This course
will also emphasize probability, reasoning and statistics in different contexts, rate of change and explore 3D
objects including angles, views and scale diagrams. This course requires students to supply their own TI-83 or
TI-84 calculator (TI-89 not permitted).
Foundations of Math 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Foundations of Math and Pre-Calculus 10
This course is intended for students entering post-secondary studies in disciplines that do not require the
theoretical knowledge of calculus. Students will develop their critical-thinking and mathematical skills in their
study of financial mathematics, logical reasoning, relations and functions, geometry, measurement, and
statistics and probability. Students will further develop their research and analytical skills while investigating
the role of mathematics in society. This course requires students to supply their own TI-83 or TI-84 calculator
(TI-89 not permitted).
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Pre-Calculus 11

Required Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: 65% in Foundations of Mathematics and Pre-Calculus 10
Pre-Calculus 11 continues on the pathway designed to provide students with the mathematical
understandings and critical-thinking skills identified for entry into post-secondary programs. Main topics
include absolute value; radicals and radical expressions and equations; rational expressions and equations;
right-angle trigonometry, sine and cosine laws; quadratic, absolute and reciprocal functions and systems of
equations. The emphasis is on formal mathematical processes and symbol manipulation in preparation for the
study of calculus and other higher-level mathematics courses. This course requires students to supply their own
scientific calculator. The TI-83 or TI-84 calculators are acceptable (TI-89 is not permitted).
Foundations of Math 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Foundations of Math and Pre-Calculus 10
This course is intended for students who are pursuing post-secondary studies that do not require the
theoretical study of calculus. Students will explore topics such as probabilistic thinking and how it informs
decision making in situations involving chance and uncertainty. Students will learn how to model data and the
understanding of a variety of functions, this includes mathematical analysis and the ways in which it informs
financial decisions. Through explorations of spatial relationships, students will develop a geometrical
appreciation of the world. This course requires students to supply their own TI-83 or TI-84 calculator (TI-89 not
permitted).
Pre-Calculus Math 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: 65% in Pre-Calculus 11 or Administrative Approval
Pre-Calculus 12 is a rigorous math course designed to encourage problem solving, communication of
mathematical ideas and the use of mathematics in modeling real-world scenarios. It aims to expose students
to the underlying ideas such as patterning, relationships and uncertainty that form the fabric of mathematical
thought. There continues to be a focus on using technology as a tool to solve problems in new ways and
preparing students for the highly technological environment of their future. Main topics covered in this course
are transformations and graphs of functions, logarithms and their applications, advanced trigonometry,
permutations and combinations. This course requires students to supply their own graphing calculator (TI-83
or TI-84).
Calculus 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: 65% in Pre-Calculus 11 or Administrative Approval
Calculus has two parts: Differentiation and Integration. Students will learn rules for computing derivatives so
that they can apply them to curve-sketching and optimization problems in the fields of engineering, biology,
physics, economics and business. Many of the general laws of nature find their most useful form in equations
that involve rates of change. Students will study these differential equations, also known as anti-derivatives
(or integration). Calculus 12 is a challenging course intended for those students wishing to study Engineering,
Mathematics, Science or Business at a post-secondary institution. This course requires students to supply their
own TI-89 calculator.
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AP Calculus AB 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: 80% in Pre-Calculus 11 or Administrative Approval
Advanced Placement Calculus (AB) consists of a full academic year of work that is comparable to the first
calculus course in college or university. The course focuses on students’ understanding of calculus concepts
and provides experience with methods and applications. Although computational competence is an important
outcome, the main emphasis is on a multi-representational approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and
problems being expressed graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally. The connections among these
representations are important (Source: AP Course Overview). This is a very challenging course in terms of
content and time, and the successful student will spend a minimum of four (4) hours a week on homework
and reading outside of class. Attendance is compulsory. AP final exams are conducted in May. Students who
score 3/5 or above on the final exam may be able to gain a first-year credit at university. This course requires
students to supply their own TI-89 calculator.

AP Statistics 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: 80% in Pre-Calculus Math 11 Administrative Approval
The AP Statistics course is equivalent to a one-semester, introductory, non-calculus-based college course in
statistics. The course introduces students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and
drawing conclusions from data. There are four themes in the AP Statistics course: exploring data, sampling and
experimentation, anticipating patterns, and statistical inference. Students use technology, investigations,
problem solving, and writing as they build conceptual understanding (Source: AP Course Overview). This is a
very challenging course in terms of content and time, and the successful student will spend a minimum of 4
hours a week on homework and reading outside of class. Attendance is compulsory. AP final exams are
conducted in May. Students who score 3/5 or above on the final exam may be able to gain a first-year credit
at university. This course requires students to supply their own TI-89 calculator.
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10.0 Sciences
Science 10

Required Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Science 9
In Science 10, students will make observations aimed at identifying their own questions, including increasingly
complex ones, about the natural world. Students will work collaboratively and individually to plan, select, and
use appropriate investigation methods, including field work and lab experiments, to collect reliable data
(qualitative and quantitative). They will assess risks and address ethical, cultural, and/or environmental issues
associated with their proposed methods and those of others and apply First Peoples perspectives and
knowledge, other ways of knowing, and local knowledge as sources of information. This course is focused on
the following four big ideas: genes are the foundation for the diversity of living things; chemical processes
require energy change as atoms are rearranged; energy is conserved and its transformation can affect living
things and the environment; and the formation of the universe can be explained by the big bang theory
(Source: BC Ministry of Education).
Science for Citizens 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Science 10
Whether it is climate change or forensics, students will leave this course with an understanding of how science
touches every aspect of their daily life. This course will emphasize how scientific knowledge can be used to
develop innovative procedures, techniques and technologies and how scientific understanding enables
humans to respond and adapt to changes locally and globally. Students will engage in inquiries related to reallife issues such as public health practices, First Nations health and healing traditions, technology and scientific
innovations for today and the future.
Medical Sciences 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Science 9
Have you ever seen a medical report on the news that referred to a disease or operation and wondered what
the terms really meant? What is Stage 4 cancer, a coronary bypass, hypertension or bipolar disease? What
really is inflammation? How do antibiotics work? How does a fracture heal? This course will answer some of
those questions and provide the tools to confidently and methodically investigate all things medical. Students
will work with a Senior School teacher and Surgeon in Residence from our local health care system to learn
about the context, content and applications of various pathways in the medical sciences. Students will explore
units in general physiology, clinical studies (with hands on practical opportunities to practice clinical methods),
neurology and psychiatry, embryology and pediatrics and of course personal wellness. Students will obtain
first-hand perspectives from doctors, surgeons and those who are involved in the allied medical practices. This
course is open to students in Grades 10–12.
Life Sciences 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Science 10
Life Sciences 11 is designed as an overview of the diversity of living organisms on Earth from the smallest
microscopic bacteria to the largest mammal. The foundation of the course is the five kingdoms classification
system, and the content is studied through the integration of three major themes: unity and diversity,
evolutionary relationships and ecological relationships. Students observe live and preserved organisms to
determine how species have changed over time based on anatomical, physiological and behavioural
characteristics. Students will also expand their critical thinking skills as they explore the impact of natural and
anthropogenic changes on the development and interactions of living organisms.
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Chemistry 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Science 10
This course is designed to be an introduction to the major branches of chemistry, including chemical bonding,
atomic structure, reactions, the mole, solubility and organic chemistry. Laboratory experiments are an integral
part of this course. Students can expect to see explosions and fireworks created and explained. This is a
dynamic course that explains many aspects of how matter behaves.
Physics 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: 65% in Science 10 or Administrative Approval
This introductory physics course exposes students to a variety of topics within the world of physics. A highly
mathematical approach is taken to the study of kinematics and dynamics, vectors, energy, wave motion and
geometrical optics, nuclear fission and fusion, and special relativity. This course is suitable for students who
intend to pursue a career in the sciences or medicine and for students who simply wish to discover more about
the fundamental physical laws of the universe.
Anatomy & Physiology 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: 65% in Life Sciences 11 or Administrative Approval
This is a rigorous course designed to provide an introduction to cellular biology, molecular genetics and human
physiology. Students will first explore the structure and function of biological molecules as they relate to
cellular transport and respiration. They will further develop their critical thinking skills through their study of
DNA replication, protein synthesis and the role of biotechnology and bioethics in this rapidly changing
scientific field. The latter part of the course will focus on the maintenance of homeostasis by the digestive,
circulatory, respiratory, nervous, excretory and reproductive systems of the human body.
AP Biology 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Administrative Approval
AP Biology is an introductory college-level biology course. Students cultivate their understanding of biology
through inquiry-based investigations as they explore topics like evolution, energetics, information storage and
transfer, and system interactions. This course requires that 25 percent of the instructional time will be spent
in hands-on laboratory work, with an emphasis on inquiry-based investigations that provide students with
opportunities to apply the science practices. Students should be able to describe how to collect data, use data
to form conclusions, and apply their conclusions to larger biological concepts. Students should also develop
an understanding of how changes in the design of the experiments would impact the validity and accuracy of
their results. Many questions on the AP exam are written in an experimental context, so these skills will prove
invaluable for both concept comprehension and exam performance. (Source: AP College Board). This is a very
challenging course in terms of content and time, and the successful student will spend a minimum of four (4)
hours a week on homework and reading outside of class. Attendance is compulsory. AP final exams are
conducted in May. Students who score 3/5 or above on the final exam may be able to gain a first-year credit
at university.
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Climate Change Studies 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Science 9
This course will address the complexity of climate change as an issue and emphasize the big ideas that climate
change impacts biodiversity and ecosystem health. Students will explore the commonly understood scientific
understanding, research and reasoning that is used to understand the processes and impacts of climate
change. This includes considering the past, present and future implications of climate change as it pertains to
humans, the natural world and future economic and environmental impacts. Students will understand
relevant concepts drawn from multiple scientific disciplines including earth science, environmental science,
life science and science for citizens. Students in Grades 10–12 may elect to take this course.
Chemistry 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: 65% in Chemistry 11 or Administrative Approval
This course lays the groundwork for advanced topics in chemistry. Laboratory work is an integral part of the
course, with a focus on theory and calculations. Topics include the study of reaction kinetics, equilibrium,
acid/base chemistry and oxidation/reduction reactions. Students will be required to research a chemical demo
and perform this for an audience. A scientific calculator is required.
Physics 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: 65% in Physics 11 & Pre-Calculus 11 or Administrative Approval
This course builds on some of the topics covered in Physics 11 and introduces several new ones. It is intended
for those students who may continue studies in physics or engineering at a post-secondary level. A strong
background in mathematics is required. Topics discussed include vector kinematics and dynamics, vector
momentum, equilibrium, energy, circular motion, gravitation, electrostatics, electric circuits and
electromagnetism.
AP Chemistry 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Administrative Approval
AP Chemistry is an introductory college-level chemistry course. Students cultivate their understanding of
chemistry through inquiry-based lab investigations as they explore the four big ideas: scale, proportion, and
quantity; structure and properties of substances; transformations; and energy. This course requires that 25
percent of instructional time engages students in lab investigations. This includes a minimum of 16 hands-on
labs (at least six of which are guided inquiry). It is required that students keep a lab notebook throughout.
This is a very challenging course in terms of content and time, and the successful student will spend a
minimum of four (4) hours a week on homework and reading outside of class. Attendance is compulsory. AP
final exams are conducted in May. Students who score 3/5 or above on the final exam may be able to gain a
first-year credit at university. A scientific calculator is required.
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11.0 Outdoor Leadership Trips
Please note: Due to Covid-19, published dates for these Outdoor Education trips are fluid and could be altered
and/or cancelled on short notice.
Outdoor Leadership 10: Building Relationships

QMS Required Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
A place-based course, Outdoor Leadership 10 is designed to help build upon the core competencies of thinking
and communication while simultaneously improving students’ confidence and leadership in the outdoors. It
will take place over five (5) days each May at Strathcona Park Lodge. In addition to developing their
collaborative group communication and leadership skills, students will also develop the foundational risk
management and basic technical skills that are necessary for a short outdoor expedition (hiking, canoeing,
caving or rock climbing). These experiential learning opportunities will help to build an appreciation for
learning in the outdoors and introduce some of the competencies that are necessary to learn, lead and
collaborate with others in an outdoor context.
Outdoor Leadership 11: Building Confidence

QMS Required Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
Outdoor Leadership 11 is designed to help build upon the core competencies of thinking, and communication
while simultaneously developing students’ leadership facilitation and wilderness expedition skills. It will take
place over five (5) days each May at Strathcona Park Lodge and Nootka Sound. Students will develop an
appreciation for the historical, social, cultural and economic significance of the local environment to First
Nations communities on Vancouver Island. Additionally, students will build upon their group and personal
leadership skills and further develop a repertoire of technical outdoor skills while sea kayaking or ocean
canoeing. These experiential learning opportunities will help to build an appreciation for learning in the
outdoors and introduce some of the competencies that are necessary to learn, lead and collaborate with
others in an outdoor context.
Outdoor Leadership 12: Leading Sustainability

QMS Required Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
This is an outdoor education course that builds upon a school-wide approach to experiential, inquiry-based,
sustainable innovation and entrepreneurial thinking. Using an inquiry and/or design thinking approach,
students will participate in one of three immersive experiential programs at Cedar Coast Field Station in Tofino:
(1) Change makers community advocacy, (2) Environmental action research, (3) Social entrepreneurship.
Students will also have the opportunity to choose a day-long experiential adventure-based activity to explore
the natural environment of Clayoquot Sound (Kayaking with a certified guide, marine mammal survey, dayhike, or wellness retreat and yoga). These experiential learning opportunities will help to build an appreciation
for learning in the outdoors and introduce some of the competencies that are necessary to learn, lead and
collaborate with others in an outdoor context.
*These trips all require additional clothing and equipment. Please refer to the Grades 8 to 12 outdoor
leadership packing list in Section 31.0 of the Senior School Academic Program Guide.
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12.0 Applied Skills/Career and Leadership Explorations
Career Life Education 10

Required Course 2 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
Career Life Education offers individual students the opportunity to acquire the knowledge and competencies
necessary for success in school, in the workplace, and in their daily lives. Career Life Education 10 will be
offered through our Faculty Advisory program. During this time, students will also have the opportunity to
explore personal interests and leadership development. Students will use self- assessment and reflection tools
to set personal, academic and career-related goals, consider the impact of leadership on the wider school
community and identify and explore the role of self-assessment and reflection. Throughout the year, students
will develop a personal learning profile and begin to plan their future academic and post-secondary goals.
Students will continue to consider the role of public identity, financial planning, and workplace etiquette as
they create an initial career and education plan.
*This course is delivered through our Faculty Advisory Program.
Career Life Connections 11

Required Course 2 Credits
Pre-requisite: Career-Life Education 10
The Career Life Education curriculum offers students many opportunities to explore and develop personal
interests, passions, and competencies while making connections with learning opportunities, post-graduation
options, and career and life path possibilities. Students will discover careers and engage in the beginning of a
journey that involves lifelong planning and learning. Career education will be offered through our Faculty
Advisory program. Students will be expected to use self-assessment, reflection and leadership skills to uncover
their strengths, interests and post-secondary goals. To achieve this, students will engage in leadership
activities, participate in service learning, leadership development, post-secondary explorations and life and
career planning.
*This course is delivered through our Faculty Advisory Program
Career Life Connections + Capstone 12

Required Course 2 Credits
Pre-requisite: Career-Life Connections 11
The Career Life Education curriculum involves students in research, problem solving, and decision making
relevant to career planning. Students will be provided with opportunities to explore and research a multitude
of educational and career pathways. In Career-Life Connections + Capstone 12 students will participate in a
year-long capstone inquiry project focused on their goals and areas of interest. It will include reflective
practice throughout the year in a capstone portfolio, research, relationship-building with a school or
community-based mentor, experiential learning opportunities and a capstone exhibition of learning that
demonstrates their personal development. The capstone asks students to consider how they see themselves
contributing positively to society post-graduation.

*This course is delivered through our Faculty Advisory Program
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Culinary World Tour 10–12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
This course introduces students to the exciting world of foods, cooking, intercultural culinary practices and
the history of foods. Students will consider the social, ethical and sustainability considerations related to food,
agriculture, fishing and foraging. They will be introduced to the creative, cultural and technical elements of
foods and food preparation. In this course, students will be able to cook and prepare foods using safe food
handling and personal safety techniques in a culinary environment. They will further develop their skills using
recipes, food service tools, kitchen equipment, units and types of measurement, and various components of
food cooking methodology. Students will be encouraged to generate new and innovative ideas and learn
about diverse food cultures and traditions, both locally and globally.
Media Arts 10–12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
Students will create and evaluate media artworks as they explore and develop skills in digital photography,
video and audio. Students will learn to use industry standard applications and technologies to critically analyze
and create products that entertain and inform. Media terminology, use of media equipment, and
communication through media in our society will be explored. Media Arts develops the knowledge, skills and
attitudes students need to respond to media artworks and create art using media arts technology. Students
will develop skills in photography, film and video, computer technologies, and electronic and digital recording
to create and manipulate personally meaningful images and applied designs. In developing their media
artworks, students apply visual elements and principles of design using light, sound and time, as well as
traditional art-making processes.
Accounting 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
In this course students will examine the role of accounting in business. Students will explore the accounting
cycle, principles of accounting, and learn how to carry out various functions of accounting including
bookkeeping and the preparation of financial documents. Students will understand industry best practices in
accounting and engage in practical applications through hands on experiential learning, projects and real-life
business applications. By the end of the course, students will understand the big ideas that services and
products can be designed through consultation and collaboration, financial literacy promotes sound and
effective business design and tools and technologies can be adapted for specific purposes.
E-Commerce 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
What does it mean to be a business owner? How do you think like an entrepreneur? How has the marketplace
changed in our modern world? Through hands on experiences and authentic opportunities to learn about the
world of business, students will explore the global marketplace, the place of change and innovation in today’s
economy and different technologies that can be used in the process of marketing, sales and entrepreneurial
endeavours. Students will explore topics such as cyber-marketing, revenue models, global e-commerce and
entrepreneurship opportunities in today’s world.
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Work Experience 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Administrative Approval
Work experience provides students with the chance to develop competencies that can be used in future work
opportunities. Students are placed in authentic workplace environments within the Queen Margaret’s School
community. Here, they will complete 100 hours of work experience, four (4) units of theory, self-evaluations
and a work log. This course will allow individual students opportunities to acquire experience with the critical
skills, knowledge and competencies necessary for success in a specific workplace.

35

13.0 Modern Languages
French 10

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: French 9
The purpose of this course is for students to develop their reading, writing, speaking and listening
competencies in French. Students will examine multiple socio-historical, and cultural perspectives and inquire
into culturelles de la Francophonie. Students will be expected to read and understand themes and symbols in
novel studies and identify poetic elements and implicit messages in French poetry. Through a variety of
learning activities and projects, students will practice the past, present and future tenses and learn strategies
for word choice, expression and the application of the passive and active voice.
French 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: 65% in French 10
Students in this course will continue to build upon their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and visual
communication competencies in French. Through a variety of activities, students will learn about the
importance of different social-cultural influences and diverse points of view in French communities. They will
gain skills in researching, communication strategies, the interpretation of French texts and subject-specific
writing skills. Students will continue to employ the past, present and future tenses with increasing accuracy
and complexity. They will be expected to read for explicit and implicit understanding and apply writing and oral
communication skills in both formal and personal contexts.
Introductory Spanish 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
Introductory Spanish 11 is designed for students that have no previous knowledge of Spanish. Students will
explore the big idea that expressing ourselves in a new language requires courage, risk taking, and
perseverance. Through a variety of strategies, students will learn to read, write, listen and speak in basic
Spanish. Many aspect of cultural expression allows will also be explored to allow students the opportunity to
experience and appreciate cultural diversity.
French 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: 65% in French 11
In this course, students will continue to build upon their reading, writing, speaking and listening competencies
in French. They will be able to moderate, negotiate and re-formulate their ideas and thoughts in French.
Additionally, students will gain an understanding of the role of bilingualism in their future personal and career
paths and develop an appreciation for the richness and complexity of French texts, including their symbolic
dimensions. They will be able to express divergent perspectives and understand cultural and historical
elements and stylistic processes in French material. Students will employ the writing process in the past,
present and future tenses with increasing complexity and accuracy. They will be expected to use the
subordinate and relative clauses and identify appropriate language for different forms of writing and oral
communication.
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14.0 Fine Arts: Visual Arts
Visual Art Studio 10–12 2-D

Elective Course 4 Credit
Pre-requisite: none or Administrative Approval
Students in Art 10 will be given the opportunity to build upon foundational skills and to develop personally
meaningful themes. The elements and principles of design are explored through a variety of 2-D materials and
processes. Topics may include, but are not limited to, careers in art, art in social contexts, emerging forms of
painting and portraiture. Students are expected to practice reasoned criticism of their work and the work of
others.
In Art Studio 11 and 12, the course will include drawing, painting, graphic communications, printmaking, and
art history. Portfolio preparation for post-secondary entrance is offered at this level. Emphasis is on design
strategies and personal expression through the use of a variety of tools and techniques. Students will have
the opportunity to gain expertise in art processes and to develop their potential to respond critically to
aesthetic phenomena.
Material Art Studio 10–12 3-D

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: none or Administrative Approval
Students in Material Art 10 will be given the opportunity to build upon foundational skills and to develop
personally meaningful themes. The elements and principles of design are explored through a variety of 3-D
materials and processes. Topics may include, but are not limited to, careers in art, art in social contexts,
emerging forms in clay, textile arts, sculpture and installations. Students are expected to practice reasoned
criticism of their work and the work of others.
In Material Art Studio 11 and 12, the course will include 3-D techniques and applications including, sculpture,
art history and ceramics. Portfolio preparation for post-secondary entrance is offered at this level. Emphasis is
on design strategies and personal expression through the use of a variety of tools and techniques. Students
will have the opportunity to gain expertise in art processes and to develop their potential to respond critically
to aesthetic phenomena.
AP Studio Art 2-D Design

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Administrative Approval
AP Studio Art portfolios are designed for students who are seriously interested in the practical experience of
art at the university level. Students create a portfolio of work to demonstrate the artistic skills and ideas they
have developed, refined, and applied over the course of the year to produce visual compositions. Students in
2-D Design will be required to complete five (5) actual works that demonstrate understanding of design in
concept, composition and execution; twelve (12) digital images, some may be detailed works describing an
in-depth exploration of a particular 2-D design concern and an additional twelve (12) digital images of twelve
(12) different works demonstrating understanding of 2-D design issues (Source: AP Course Overview). This is
a very challenging course in terms of content and time, and the successful student will attend classes both
inside and outside of the timetable. Attendance is compulsory. Because AP Studio Art is designed as an
intensive course and requires more time than traditional offerings, some students may prefer to complete
this option over more than one year beginning in Grade 11. Students taking this course must also register in
and attend Art 11 or 12. AP final portfolios are submitted in May. Students who score 3/5 or above on their
portfolio may be able to gain a first-year credit at university.
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AP Studio Art Drawing

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Administrative Approval
AP Studio Art portfolios are designed for students who are seriously interested in the practical experience of
art at the university level. Students create a portfolio of work to demonstrate the artistic skills and ideas they
have developed, refined, and applied over the course of the year to produce visual compositions. Students in
AP Studio Art Drawing will be required to complete five (5) actual works that demonstrate understanding of
drawing in concept, composition and execution; twelve (12) digital images, some may be detailed works
describing an in-depth exploration of a particular drawing concern and an additional twelve (12) digital images
of 12 different works demonstrating understanding of drawing issues (Source: AP Course Overview). This is a
very challenging course in terms of content and time, and the successful student will attend classes both inside
and outside of the timetable. Attendance is compulsory. Because AP Studio Art Drawing is designed as an
intensive course and requires more time than traditional offerings, some students may prefer to complete this
option over more than one year beginning in Grade 11. Students taking this course must also register in and
attend Art 11 or 12. AP final portfolios are submitted in May. Students who score 3/5 or above on their portfolio
may be able to gain a first-year credit at university.
*Questions often arise regarding the distinction between the Drawing Portfolio and the 2-D Design Portfolio.
There is a large area of possible overlap between the two portfolios. The distinction in many cases is a matter
of the focus of the work (Source: AP Course Overview).
AP Studio Art 3-D Design

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Administrative Approval
AP Studio Art portfolios are designed for students who are seriously interested in the practical experience of
art at the university level AP 3-D Art and Design is an introductory college-level three-dimensional
design course. Students refine and apply skills and ideas they develop throughout the course to produce
three-dimensional art and design. This portfolio is designated for work that focuses on the use of threedimensional (3-D) elements and principles of art and design. Students should consider how materials,
processes, and ideas can be used to make work that involves space and form. Students can work with any
materials, processes, and ideas. Figurative or nonfigurative sculpture, architectural models, metal work,
ceramics, glasswork, installation, performance, assemblage, and 3-D fabric/fiber arts are among the
possibilities for submission (Source: AP Course Overview). This is a very challenging course in terms of content
and time, and the successful student will attend classes both inside and outside of the timetable. Attendance
is compulsory. Because AP Studio Art is designed as an intensive course and requires more time than
traditional offerings, some students may prefer to complete this option over more than one year beginning in
Grade 11. Students taking this course must also register in and attend Art 11 or 12. AP final portfolios are
submitted in May. Students who score 3/5 or above on their portfolio may be able to gain a first-year credit
at university.
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15.0 Fine Arts: Drama
Drama 10

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
Drama 10 is designed to develop a high degree of competency in communication skills. It offers the students
an extensive experience in Drama and provides the opportunity to build on their experience of role to develop
specific skills in theatre and to apply them in concentrated and defined form. The main theme remains the
students’ personal development, but the study of theatre, and more specifically, the art of acting, becomes
increasingly important as the course progresses.
Drama 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
This course introduces concepts such as warm-up, emotional recall, staging of physical scenes, mime and
movement, basic lighting, script work and improvisational games, as well as character development. Skills
covered include make-up and mask making. European, Canadian and American media and theatre are
compared with regard to images and their impact on individuals. Live performance is a requirement of this
course.
Drama 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
This course explores concepts such as emotional recall, staging, mime and movement, script work and
improvisation as well as character development. Students will investigate the costumes and make-up for
different periods of theatre ranging from the Greek, Medieval, Elizabethan, Restoration, Commedia Dell’Arte
to modern. The use of space and body movement along with vocabulary development will also be covered.
Live performance is a requirement of this course.
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16.0 Fine Arts: Music
Senior Concert Band 10–12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Senior Concert Band 9 or Administrative Approval
This course includes performance of musical literature from various periods, demonstrating technical
competency and stylistic interpretation. Students will analyze and use rhythms reflective of a variety of
cultures and styles. They will create, perform and use appropriate music terminology to describe a range of
melodic patterns in various clefs and keys. Elements of expression, structure and context will be addressed,
including historical and cultural interrelationships. Students will develop skills in instrument maintenance,
sight-reading, and conducting.
*This course is offered outside of the regular timetable.
Concert Choir 10–12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Concert Choir 9 or Administrative Approval
Students will review and develop their knowledge of proper vocal production and music notation symbols.
They will perform a variety of choral music selections from different historical periods and analyze their
musical elements. Students will develop their aural perception by listening to choral music, identifying the
principles and connections between various cultures, and exploring feelings or emotions through performance
of different vocal arrangements. They will develop and refine tone and colour through resonance, blend,
vowel and consonant placement. Senior students will obtain the credit in Concert Choir 11 through
membership and active participation in our chapel choir. They will develop skills and knowledge of proper
vocal production and music notation symbols. Students will participate in perceiving, reflecting and
responding to musical images and sounds through practical performances of choral music from different
historical periods. They will develop appropriate vocabulary by identifying, describing and interpreting music
elements and principles used in a variety of music pieces. Some topics include the style of secular and sacred
music in both three-part and four-part harmonies.
*This course is offered outside of the regular timetable.

40

17.0 Athletics
Physical and Health Education 10

Required Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
Physical Education 10 further refines and develops the skills learned in Physical Education 9. The goal of this
program is to develop the knowledge, skills and attitude that allow students to adopt and maintain a healthy
and active lifestyle. The course is divided into units of activity which emphasize the acquisition of fundamental
physical literacy skills and a basic knowledge of the rules and strategies of various athletic pursuits. Students
participate in a wide variety of activities including individual and team sports. The health education
component covers topics such as sources of health and wellness information, healthy decision making,
nutrition, physical fitness, stress management, substance abuse, the consequences of bullying, and first aid.
Students may also meet this curricular requirement through the QMS Equestrian program.
Active Living 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
Active Living 11 provides opportunities for students to experience a variety of recreational pursuits, career
interests and activities that promote lifelong, healthy living. Students participate in activities that promote
social interaction, community responsibility and skill development. Activities may include fitness, weight
training, Pilates, golf, bowling, martial arts, yoga, skating, billiards, lawn bowling, archery, and curling. Students
also learn about the potential benefits of physical activities for health and mental well-being, the roles of
various nutrients and how they can affect health and performance, injury prevention and management and
techniques for organizing and supervising activities.
Fitness and Conditioning 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
Our personal fitness can be maintained or enhanced through participation in a variety of activities at different
intensity levels. Students in this course will be able to identify, apply, and reflect on strategies utilized to
pursue personal fitness goals. This course will introduce students to concepts related to human anatomy and
physiology, principles of training and social responsibility as it pertains to safety. Students are expected to
participate in physical activities designed to enhance and maintain the health components of fitness. They will
be able to identify and describe how muscles produce movement in different parts of the body and how to
train those muscles. Students in this course will develop and demonstrate appropriate exercise techniques for
a variety of fitness activities and develop the skills necessary to create and implement a personalized fitness
program
Active Living 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
Active Living 12 provides opportunities for students to experience a variety of recreational pursuits, career
interests and activities that promote lifelong, healthy living. Students participate in activities that promote
social interaction, community responsibility and skill development. Activities may include fitness, weight
training, Pilates, golf, bowling, martial arts, yoga, skating, billiards, lawn bowling, archery, and curling. Students
also learn about the potential consequences of health decisions, including substance misuse, healthy eating
guidelines and healthy relationships.
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Fitness and Conditioning 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
Making healthy choices can help us to reach our health and fitness goals. Students in this course will be able
to identify, apply, and reflect on strategies utilized to pursue and maintain personal fitness goals. This course
will build on concepts relating to human anatomy and physiology, principles of training and social
responsibility as it relates to safety. Students are expected to participate in physical activities designed to
enhance and maintain the health components of fitness. Students in this course will develop and demonstrate
appropriate exercise techniques for a variety of fitness activities and develop the skills to create and implement
a personalized fitness program. This course will help students to understand the ways that they can monitor
and adjust exertion levels, principles of program design and the effects of different types of fitness, food
choices and health information.
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18.0 English Language Learner (ELL) Program Overview
General Information
The English Language Learner (ELL) program at Queen Margaret’s School has three objectives. It is designed
to:

Increase student English language proficiency

Facilitate student understanding of course/class content

Integrate ELL and English native speaking students academically and socially
We ensure authentic language experiences in appropriate individualized learning environments so that
students develop language proficiency and learner autonomy for academic and social success.
Our Senior School program provides coaching support for teachers who are facilitating language-rich
academic classes, English, Social Studies and Science in addition to specialized language instruction in our
English Language Development (ELD) classes. There is a growing body of evidence that demonstrates when
English language learners are provided with English language support in mainstream content classes with
native English speakers, language development is enhanced. Research evidence supports this model as an
effective way to develop social and academic language proficiency.
Senior School ELL Program Model
ELL students enrolled in our Senior School have a limited time to become academically proficient in English.
As ELL students must learn both English and academic content as quickly as possible, our program ensures
that ELL students have full access to the mainstream curriculum as well as ongoing interactions with their
native English-speaking peers.
There are three key components to our programming:
I.Support within Content Area Courses
Our ELL language specialist teacher works alongside content specialist teachers as a coach to plan for a
curriculum that is accessible to all language learners. English is taught through content areas by including a
subject specific language component. The purpose of the language component is to teach English language
learners to communicate (listen, speak, read and write) in English within core academic subjects. This
component takes into account the ELL student’s current English language proficiency level and guides the
teachers in providing appropriate instruction for each level.
II.Direct Language Instruction
Students extend their English language learning through participation in English Language Development
courses that provide them with progressive practice in all aspects of language learning (listening, speaking,
reading, and writing). This is available to students entering Grade 8, 9 or 10.
III. ELL Preparatory Program
All students will be tested upon prior to their admission to QMS with Vital English and again with the SLATE
Assessment. Students who do not meet the language perquisites for the mainstream academic program will
be referred to the English Language Learning Preparatory Program. This program is designed to provide
intensive English Language support to develop academic reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. The
development of subject-specific vocabulary to assist comprehension in mainstream academic courses will also
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be highlighted. The Prep Program will ensure that students are prepared prior to enrolling in the mainstream
academic program.
Placement of ELL Students
The first step of our placement process begins with the Admissions Department. Personal information is
gathered, prior learning experiences are assessed, an interview in which all four literacy domains (speaking,
writing, reading, and listening) are used takes place, and an English placement test is given.
This information provides preliminary data for our ELL specialist teacher to review prior to ELL student arrival
on campus.
The second step of the ELL Student placement process occurs in September. When students arrive at QMS,
they are assessed by our Language specialist teachers using the following tools:

Interview—graded on standardized criteria

Personal writing sample—graded against QMS English Language Proficiency Levels

Formal writing—graded against QMS English Language Proficiency Levels

SLATE* assessment—graded on standardized criteria
*SLATE (Secondary Level Assessment Test of English) is specially designed to measure the English proficiency
of Middle and High School students. It measures reading, listening and grammar.
An international student whose home language is a language other than English and who has attended an
international school where the language of instruction is in English will also participate in placement testing.
Professional recommendations from prior core subject teachers will be taken into consideration for these
students in placement decisions.
Based on the results of the assessment tools noted above, ELL students receive an English Language
Development course placement. English Language Development Course descriptions can be found in Section
6.0 of this Academic Program Guide.
Students are reassessed for English language proficiency development in December and May to measure
progress and to ensure the personalized support provided is maximizing student academic and social English
language proficiency. May assessments determine the continuing level of ELL support needed for the
following year.
Exiting from the ELL Program
Students will exit from the ELL program when it is determined, following the May assessment period, that they
are meeting Level 5 English Language Proficiency criteria in Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.
All students are expected to exit the ELL program at the end of Grade 10; however, we recognize that English
language development takes place on a continuum and students enrolled in the ELL program will develop at
different rates. Students who are not yet meeting Level 5 criteria as measured by assessment and teacher
recommendation at the end of Grade 10 will be required to enroll in additional tutoring during their Grade 11
and/or Grade 12 year.
ELL Program Fee Information
The Senior School ELL program fee is included with tuition fees for international students.
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English Language Proficiency Scale
Both returning and new ELL students are assessed at the beginning of the year to determine level placement.
The following descriptors provide an overview of leveling criteria used at QMS:
BC ELL
Standards
Writing

Reading

Oral Language

Beginning (1)

Developing (2)

Expanding (3)

Consolidating
(4)
The student
The student
The student
The student
uses some
uses basic
uses a range of uses a wide
simple words
vocabulary to
vocabulary with range of
and/or
create simple
some
descriptive,
repetitive
sentences or a
descriptive
subject-specific,
phrases
paragraph
words to create and academic
sentences and
vocabulary to
paragraphs and make
communicate
connections
ideas
and
communicate
ideas in multiparagraph
compositions
The student can The student can The student can The student can
begin to
use a few
use strategies
use a variety of
recognize
strategies to
to decode
strategies to
common words read and
unfamiliar
read unfamiliar
and phrases,
understand
words and text, text and
and begin to
simple text and and make basic understand
make meaning
make personal
connections to increasingly
of text
connections to the world from complex words
text
text
and meaning
The student can The student can The student can The student can
understand and participate in a participate in
participate in
respond to
conversation on conversations
conversations
simple
everyday topics about familiar
with some
statements and using simple
topics and
opinions and
questions in
sentence
some academic details on a
familiar
structures
content
range of
situations
academic topics

Bridging (5)
The student
uses a broad
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descriptive,
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vocabulary with
clear and
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details in multiparagraph
compositions
The student can
use a range of
strategies and
understand a
wide range of
words to make
connections
and access
concepts in text
The student can
speak fluently
and accurately
on a wide range
of academic
topics

Parent/Teacher Communication
The first point of contact for your student will be their Faculty Advisor (FA). If you have questions or concerns
about your child’s academic progress or personal well-being, or you need general information, please
communicate directly with the FA. This teacher spends time daily with each student and is able to liaise with all
members of the QMS staff to ensure rapid and effective communication takes place.
Many of our international families are unable to attend scheduled parent-teacher conferences. Teachers and
faculty are available electronically at your request. Please contact the Senior School Secretary if you plan to
visit so teacher meetings can be arranged.
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19.0 Equestrian Program
Physical and Health Education for Equestrian 10

Required Course Option 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Administrative Approval
QMS students may choose to participate in our unique English riding program to meet their Physical and
Health Education curricular requirements. This course will support students in the development of physical
literacy skills and understanding of healthy living principles. This course will offer an appropriate balance of
riding instruction, equestrian related theory and practical stable management. Through a combination of inclass lessons and outside workshops students will be introduced to health and wellness. Students will learn
how to incorporate these core concepts into their daily equestrian activities.
Equine Science 10: Anatomy & Physiology

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
This is a locally developed course approved by the B.C. Ministry of Education covering many aspects of horse
knowledge and care. Subjects covered include stable management and stewardship, equine health and
disease prevention, and first aid. This course is a pre-requisite to the Equestrian Management, Introduction
to Horse Training and Introduction to Equestrian Instructing courses.
Equine Science 11: Anatomy & Physiology

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Equine Science 10
This course is designed to further promote a scientific approach to equine husbandry and introduce basic
veterinary principles to all students. Common stable management practices are expanded upon to offer
learners an academic approach to equine care and facility management. Students are encouraged to further
investigate and supplement their competitive and career goals with the help of the materials, lessons, projects
and field trips offered through this course.
Active Living for Equestrian 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
Active Living for Equestrian 11 provides opportunities for students to experience horseback riding as a
recreational pursuit and activity that promotes lifelong, healthy living. Students participate in activities that
promote social interaction, community responsibility and skill development. This course will offer an
appropriate balance of riding instruction, equestrian related theory and practical stable management.
Students also learn about the potential benefits of physical activities for health and mental well-being, the
roles of various nutrients and how they can affect health and performance and injury prevention.
Equestrian Athlete 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Registration in Team QMS Riding Program
This course is tailored to give committed equestrians the appropriate balance of riding instruction, equestrian
related theory and practical stable management classes. Through a combination of in-class lessons and
outside workshops, students will continue exploring rider health and wellness, horse health and wellness,
preparing for a competition and leadership in the horse industry. Students will be expected to actively
incorporate these core concepts into their daily equestrian activities, both at home and at horse shows.
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Equestrian Management 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Equine Science 10
Equestrian Management 11 is a practical course designed to prepare students wishing to pursue, or learn
more about, a career in equestrian facility and event management. Students will learn to improve the health
and welfare of horses in their care by engaging in many of the important aspects of running an equestrian
facility, including barn hygiene, safe horse handling, stable and paddock maintenance and improvement,
accurate record keeping and much more.
Introduction to Horse Training 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Equine Science 10
Introduction to Horse Training 11 is a practical course designed for students considering a career as a horse
trainer. Students will learn to improve the welfare and enhance the training of horses in their care by engaging
in many of the important aspects of horse training, including conditioning, health and safety, equine behaviour,
building a training program and proven training techniques.
Introduction to Equine Instruction 11

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Equine Science 10
Introduction to Equine Instruction 11 is a practical course designed to prepare students wishing to pursue, or
learn more about, a career as an Instructor in the equine industry. Students will learn how to provide beginner
riders with the best possible experience and optimal learning environment, as well as explore the necessary
steps to become an Equine Canada Instructor of Beginners.
Active Living for Equestrian 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: None
Active Living for Equestrian 12 provides opportunities for students to experience horseback riding as
recreational pursuit and activity that promotes lifelong, healthy living. Students participate in activities that
promote social interaction, community responsibility and skill development. This course will offer an
appropriate balance of riding instruction, equestrian related theory and practical stable management.
Students also learn about the potential consequences of health decisions, healthy eating guidelines and
healthy relationships.
Equestrian Athlete 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Equestrian Athlete 11 & Registration in Team QMS Riding Program
This course is tailored to give committed equestrians the appropriate balance of riding instruction, equestrian
related theory and practical stable management classes. Through a combination of in-class lessons and outside
workshops students will further their exploration of rider health and wellness, horse health and wellness,
preparing for a competition and leadership in the horse industry. Students will be responsible for creating and
carrying out a yearly training plan based on these core concepts.
Equestrian Management 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Equestrian Management 11
Equestrian Management 12 is a practical course designed to prepare students wishing to pursue, or learn
more about, a career in equestrian facility and event management. Students will actively work to improve the
health and welfare of horses in their care by engaging in many of the important aspects of running an
equestrian facility, including barn hygiene, safe horse handling, stable and paddock maintenance and
improvement, accurate record keeping and much more.
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Introduction to Horse Training 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Introductory Horse Training 11
Introduction to Horse Training 12 is a practical course designed for students considering a career as a horse
trainer. Students will play an active role in improving the welfare, and enhancing the training, of horses in
their care by engaging in many of the important aspects of horse training, including conditioning, health and
safety, equine behaviour, building a training program and proven training techniques.
Introduction to Equine Instruction 12

Elective Course 4 Credits
Pre-requisite: Introductory Equine Instruction 11
Introduction to Equine Instruction 12 is a practical course designed to prepare students wishing to pursue, or
learn more about, a career as an Instructor in the equine industry. Students will gain practical skills in how to
provide beginner riders with the best possible experience and optimal learning environment, as well as further
exploring the necessary steps to become an Equine Canada Instructor of Beginners.
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20.0 Post-Secondary Preparations

Dear Grads of 2022,
Building post-secondary pathways can be an exciting and emotional process. The purpose of this section of the
Senior School Academic Program Guide is to help answer some of the questions you may have and assist you
on the path of applying for a post-secondary education.
Please know that you are not alone in the application process. There are a number of people who are here to
help support you through the application process, including:
•
Your parents
•
Your agent
•
Your faculty advisor
•
Your teachers
•
The Post-Secondary Counselling Office
•
The Director of Academics
•
The Deputy Head of School
Your support team will help you with research, filling out applications, writing references letters, sending
transcripts and assist you in making an informed decision.
In this section, you will find tips and tricks about how to apply for post-secondary options, how to write an
application essay (your English teacher will help you through this) and important things to remember.
Please note that in addition to your individual meetings with the Post-Secondary Counsellor, there will be
presentations, field trips and a number of seminars throughout the year to support you with this process.
We look forward to working with you in the coming year!
Sincerely,

Mrs. Carol Ingledew
Post-Secondary Counsellor
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21.0 University Selection Process
Determining the universities you would like to apply to can be a challenging process because there are many options
to choose from around the world. Students should talk to their parents, friends, and the Post-Secondary Counselling
Office about the process of applying to a university. Many of the universities in Canada, the US, the UK and Australia
visit our campus each year to offer informational sessions about their universities and the application and selection
process. There is also the option given to attend online information sessions as well so students can gain access to
recruitment officers from the universities they are interested in around the world. Students should also think about
the following criteria when making their decisions. Here are a few questions to start your discussion:

a.
b.
c.

Campus Location and Size
Would you be more comfortable in a large city or a small city with a big or small campus?
What is the distance from your home and parents?
How much travel will be involved?

a.
b.
c.
d.

Cost
How much can you afford?
Who is paying?
How can you apply for scholarships or bursaries?
Should you apply for a loan?

a.
b.

Lifestyle
Are you looking for certain clubs or sports programs?
Do you want to attend a school with undergraduate research opportunities?

a.
b.
c.

Quality of Academics
Is ranking important to you (or to your parents)?
Will your professors be researchers or teachers?
How can you determine the quality of your chosen program?

a.
b.

Co-op or Internships
Does your chosen university or program offer co-op education or internships?
Have you completed any work experience or experiential learning?

a.
b.
c.
d.

Requirements
What is the required academic average?
Will you require a portfolio or audition?
Will you require IELTS/TOEFL/SAT results for admission?
What pre-requisite courses are required for your program?

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Application Process
When are the deadlines?
Are you required to write an essay?
Is the school required to submit a school profile?
Do you require recommendation letters?
Are you required to document your extra-curricular activities?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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22.0 Applying to Canadian Universities/Colleges
What you may need to apply:

Application form

Transcript

Supplementary Form/Essay/Recorded Video (for select programs)

Portfolio

Proof of Language Proficiency

Credit card
Language Proficiency:
TOEFL and IELTS are widely accepted in most Canadian schools and required scores vary between universities
and programs. Please check with each university you are applying to and ensure that you meet their
language requirements.
The required IELTS score is usually 6.5, with no band less than 6. Some programs require higher scores.
The required TOEFL score is usually 100 with no band less than 20, but every university has different
requirements.
These requirements are subject to change and you are encouraged to double check the requirements with each
university during the application process.
Make time to study for your TOEFL and IELTS exams. You are unlikely to improve your result if you do not make
the effort to prepare.
Currently, you are able to write your IELTS exam in Victoria at Global Village and TOEFL exam at various sites
in Vancouver. Due to the difficulty of getting to Vancouver on weekends, it is expected that you will try to
complete TOEFL prior to returning to school in September. Students are required to complete the Off-Campus
Exam Permission form and have it signed by the Deputy Head of School and the Post-Secondary Counsellor
prior to registering for an exam.
Remember, you must arrange to have your scores sent directly to the universities you are applying for by the
required deadline.
Need help?
1)
Practice your English
2)
Take an IELTS prep class online
3)
Get a tutor
4)
Try an app
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Grade Requirements:
Most universities calculate your academic average based on your English 12 results and your top five-six (5 to
6) academic subjects.

If you are applying to Engineering or Science at Ontario or Quebec universities, they will also use
Calculus to calculate your academic average.

Most universities will calculate your average on five (5) academic subjects, including English 12.

The University of Calgary and the University of Alberta will calculate your average based on English
12, four (4) academic subjects and an elective subject such as Art, etc.
Each program may also have an additional set of admission requirements. Please check additional program
requirements through each university website.
Some universities will accept you early based on your Grade 11 marks. Most universities will require you to
complete Grade 11 requirements but will not take your Grade 11 marks into account. However, if there is a
large discrepancy between your Grade 11 and Grade 12 marks, universities will call this into question.
Second Language Requirements:
The University of British Columbia (UBC) and Simon Fraser University (SFU), require a second language 11. This
can be met through taking French 11, or through granting equivalency of your first language (i.e., Mandarin,
Japanese, Spanish, and Korean, etc.).
Supplementary Essays:
Many programs will require you to submit a supplementary application. You will be assigned a particular topic
and given a word count. This is your opportunity to highlight your achievements, awards, leadership positions,
extra-curricular activities and anything else about yourself that you feel would help an admissions board make
a decision. Be aware of the word count and make sure you proofread your essay for spelling and grammar.
Always make sure your Post-Secondary Counsellor proofreads your essay before submission.
References:
If you are asked to provide references, be sure to ask your reference provider for permission prior to
submitting their name and contact information. If they are required to write a letter on your behalf, please
give them three weeks’ notice and be specific about what you would like them to say. It is recommended that
students give the reference provider a resume to support the writing process.
Music, Drama, Art, or Architecture Programs:
Many of these programs require you to provide a portfolio, audition, interview or recording. Each institution
requires you to submit this in a different way and you will need to check individual institution requirements on
their websites.
Deadlines:
Deadlines vary year to year and between provinces. There are separate deadlines for TOEFL/IELTS results,
portfolio submissions, and residence applications. Make sure you mark these on your calendar.
Just because a deadline is in March does not mean you should wait until then! You should aim to complete
all applications prior to the Winter Break.
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23.0 How to Apply—Canadian Universities/Colleges
BC




Alberta


Ontario





Applications to most post-secondary institutions in BC are to be completed through the EdPlanner
BC Website: www.educationplannerbc.ca
A separate account is created for each institution
Apply to universities such as the University of Victoria (UVic) and the University of British
Columbia (UBC) through their websites

Applications to post-secondary institutions in Alberta are to be completed through the Apply
Alberta website: www.applyalberta.ca/
Students can access Apply Alberta through each university’s website

Applications to Ontario universities are made through the Ontario Universities’ Application
Centre: www.ouac.ca/
All students educated in BC need to complete form 105D
Students can apply to three universities for a set fee and are then charged for additional
programs/university applications
Each university/program also has a supplemental fee

Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, PEI, and Newfoundland

Apply directly through the website of the university to which you are applying.
Helpful Hints:

Each university has separate entrance requirements and these can change from year to year.
Remember to check entrance requirements and course pre-requisites for each
university/program you are intending to apply to.

The University of British Columbia (UBC) now requires a personal profile and the minimum GPA
for consideration is 86%.

If a supplemental application is optional, fill it out.

Do not be afraid of essays. They are there to show universities you are a deserving applicant.

Many universities have a minimum grade requirement for English 12. Some universities such as
McGill requires a minimum of 80% in English 12. Applicants must have a minimum of 70% in
English 11 to apply for UBC, Waterloo requires 70% in English 12 for many programs, and SFU
requires 70% in English 12.

All science programs require Physics 11 and Chemistry 11 even if you are applying to a biology or
chemistry program.
It is important to keep track of all student numbers, passwords and deadlines.
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24.0 Scholarships for Canadian Universities/Colleges
Many universities offer entrance scholarships for students who have demonstrated academic achievement.
Some entrance scholarships are offered automatically based on academic average, while other universities
require an application to be considered. Many universities have a graduating scale for entrance awards (85%+
receives $1000, 90%+ receives $2000, etc.).
Each university also has a number of scholarships available to first-year students for academic achievement,
service, leadership, extra-curricular involvement, and sport. These can be found on the Scholarships and
Financial Aid section of each institution’s website. Be sure to check deadlines for these scholarship
applications.
There are also a large number of national scholarships available, such as the Loran Award, TD Scholarship,
Royal Bank, Schulich, etc. These scholarships will be posted by the Post-Secondary Counsellor in the academic
resource room.
Also, check with your parents to see if their employers offer scholarships or bursaries to graduating children
of staff.
You can research out these websites:
www.yconic.com
www.scholarshipscanada.com
Financial Aid/Loans
Loans and financial aid are available through your bank or through Student Aid BC. The university that your
child has been accepted to will help with this process if assistance is required.
If you are applying for student loans, you will need to speak with your parents. Many applications require your
parents to disclose their financial portfolio.
If you are a BC student, you may also apply for the Dogwood District Authority Award which provides a tuition
voucher to students who demonstrate superior achievement in a specialty area such as music, leadership,
sport, community service, art, etc. The Dogwood District Authority Awards evening for Vancouver Island
Independent Schools takes place annually at the end of April.
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25.0 Applying to American Universities/Colleges
What you may need to apply:

Application form

Transcript

Supplementary form/Essay

Letter of Recommendation

School Report

Portfolio

Proof of Language Proficiency

Interview

Credit card

Patience
Deadlines:
American university deadlines are much earlier than those in Canada. Early Action deadlines are usually around
November 1st. General Admission Deadlines are usually January 1st. Some art schools and colleges have rolling
deadlines for international applicants.
Most American deadlines are final. This means that all documents must be received by the university by that
deadline, including recommendation letters, transcripts, and proof of language proficiency.
SAT Scores:
Most American universities and colleges require students to complete the SAT or the ACT exams. These are
aptitude tests that measure your abilities in reading, writing, and math. It is very important to complete a
preparatory course prior to writing the SAT as there are very specific strategies on how to successfully write
the exam.
SAT exams take place in October, November, December, January, May and June. Most QMS students write
the exam hosted by Brentwood College School. Students are required to complete the Off-Campus Exam
Permission form and have it signed by the Deputy Head of School and the Post-Secondary Counsellor prior to
registering for an exam.
There are two types of SAT tests:

SAT: This is a 3.5 hour exam consisting of five sections: reading, writing, math with a calculator,
math without a calculator, and an optional essay

SAT Subject Tests: These are hour-long, multiple choice tests designed to prove your ability in
particular subject area.
If you are intending to apply for a top tier American university, or into Business, Science, or Engineering, many
universities will require you to complete two subject-based tests.
You should aim to complete your first SAT in May or June of your Grade 11 year so that you have time to
improve your score before your second attempt. Aim to write the exam at least twice to get the best possible
score.
Remember, you must arrange for your scores to be sent directly to the universities for which you have applied
for entry. You can register at www.sat.collegeboard.org/register/.
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Need help?
1)
Attend a course or register for an online SAT course
2)
Do the online SAT practice exams
3)
Sign up for the practice SAT question of the day:
www.sat.collegeboard.org/practice/satquestion-of-the-day/
4)
There are many apps to help with SAT vocabulary, math, and comprehension
Language Proficiency:
Refer to the Applying to a Canadian University Section 24.0 of this handbook for details. Many universities will
require you to provide a language proficiency exam result, no matter how long you have studied in Canada.
Most universities in the United States require students to submit a TOEFL score.
Second Language Requirements:
The majority of U.S. universities require you to present proof of a second language. Some will require a
minimum of one year, while others require four (4) years. If your second language is English and you are able
to receive credit for your first language, this will help you meet your language requirements.
Other Requirements:
American universities care about your academic average and SAT results. However, they also want proof that
you have passion, are giving of your time and are well rounded. They look for good moral character. Even top
students may not be accepted if the school feels that the student would not be the “right fit” for their
institution.
Letters of Recommendation and Personal Statements:

Most U.S. universities require letters of recommendation and a school report

QMS Post-Secondary Counsellors write all school reports and comments on your academics,
extracurricular involvement, moral character, etc.

QMS Post-Secondary Counsellors will also read all personal statements or essays before they are
sent to assist with proofreading
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26.0 How to Apply—United States Universities/Colleges
A large number of American universities require you to apply through the Common Application website. This
is a university clearing house that allows you to apply online, and then passes your information on to individual
universities. U.S. applications are very detailed and require students to submit essays on assigned topics. They
also require your teachers and Post-Secondary Counsellor to complete references about your academic
standing, extra-curricular involvement and moral character. Universities which do not subscribe to Common
Application or Coalition will require you to apply directly through their website.
Terms to Know:
Early Action — A type of early admission process for admission to colleges and universities in the United States.
Most universities do not allow international students to apply for Early Action but it is very important that you
check. Normally you would only apply to one university for Early Action.
Early Decision — A program under which a student receives early notification of a college’s admissions
decision, if the student agrees in advance to enroll if accepted. Students may apply for Early Decision to only
one college. It should be a clear first choice.
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27.0 Scholarships for United States Universities/Colleges
Each university offers entrance scholarships to students who apply with a high academic average. Scholarships
and financial awards are also offered for sports, demonstrated leadership, portfolios and auditions.
Each university will also have a number of scholarships/financial awards that may be need-based, academicbased or leadership-based. Check the scholarship page of the universities for which you are applying for
admission.
Helpful Hints:
1.
Attending an American university is very expensive. It is important to discuss the costs of
attending an American university with your family prior to submitting an application.
2.
As the deadlines in the US are much earlier than in Canada, the process must begin early in your
Grade 11 year. Most essays should be through the draft stage upon your return in September,
and you should intend to write your first SAT in May or June of your Grade 11 year.
3.
American university applications are competitive and admissions offices expect your essays,
extra- curricular record, academic transcript and references to be outstanding.
4.
Your Post-Secondary Counsellor is required to include information on your career as an academic
student and any disciplinary issues during your time in high school.
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28.0 How to Apply—United Kingdom (UK) Universities/Colleges
All university applications go through UCAS: www.ucas.ac.uk/.
The Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) allows you to complete a course search through all UK
universities. This will tell you about each university in the United Kingdom (UK) that offers your chosen
program of study. Students are allowed to choose and apply to five (5) universities using UCAS. Universities
do not share application information with each other, so they do not see that you may have applied to other
universities or programs.
A United Kingdom (UK) university application consists of:
1)
Personal information
2)
Course/University Selection
3)
UCAS statement (personal statement outlining who you are and your academic/career goals)
4)
Reference (written by your Post-Secondary Counsellor)
5)
Predicted grades
Predicted Grades:
Rather than send transcripts, students predict the grades that they believe they will achieve on their final
reports. You will do this with the support of your Post-Secondary Counsellor once your November grades have
been reviewed.
Deadlines:
The deadline is January 15th for most universities. Oxford and Cambridge universities and most veterinary
and medicine programs have a deadline of October 15th.
Requirements:
Each university/program will have its own requirements. Most Scottish universities require 85% and above
(or an excellent personal statement and a slightly lower average). However, there are universities in the UK for
everyone.
Language Proficiency:
Refer to the Applying to a Canadian University Section 24.0 of this handbook for details. Many universities will
require you to present a language proficiency exam result, no matter how long you have studied in Canada.
Helpful Hints:
1.
UK universities make their decision based on a candidate’s suitability to the program they have
applied for. Any experience or skills that can be used to highlight your aptitude in the program
you are applying for and future career needs to be highlighted in your UCAS statement.
2.
All UK applications must be completed prior to the Christmas break.
3.
Many UK programs allow students to complete a Master’s degree in five (5) years or apply directly
to a Veterinary or Medical program straight from high school. Please note that these programs
are rigorous, can be expensive and there may be concerns about transferring your degree so that
you are able to practice medicine in Canada.
4.
UCAS statements must be carefully prepared, written and proofread.
5.
Attending a university in the UK is very expensive. It is important to speak of the cost of attending
a UK university with your family prior to submitting an application.
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29.0 Graduating Student Tips & Reminders
What you are required to do:

Keep a notebook of all student numbers, passwords, etc. that you are given for each
account/application

Read your emails and answer them in a timely manner

Check pre-requisites for the programs to which you are applying

Ensure you have met the language requirements and SAT requirements

Make an appointment for extra help with the Post-Secondary Counsellor

Ask for letters of recommendation and school reports at least three weeks prior to the deadline

Forward emails to the Post-Secondary Counselling Office if you do not understand the content
and/or need help responding to correspondence

Work hard — if your grades are not high enough, you will not get in
What your Post-Secondary Counsellor will do for you:

Meet with each Grade 12 student individually to help with a plan and timeline

Help with research and discuss university choices

Read over applications and essays

Write school reports and letters of recommendation

Read teacher recommendations

Host university/college presenters at QMS

Send updates by email

Arrange trips to University Fairs

Answer emails and help contact universities

Attend Post-Secondary Counsellor days

Help you register for SAT/TOEFL/IELTS exams
What the Student Records Clerk will do for you:

Support you with your applications

Send out transcripts

Assist with sending IELTS/TOEFL results
Remember:







A 90% average does not guarantee you a place at a university or college.
The whole year matters. Once you have been accepted, universities will still expect you to
maintain the average you had when you applied. If your mark drops, they can pull your offer and
withdraw scholarship offers.
Deadlines matter!
Leadership matters, particularly in business! Highlight your leadership skills in your application.
You are the applicant—this means that the Post-Secondary Counselling Office and your parents
can help contact the university, but you are the only person they will speak with.
Always have a backup plan!
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This is a fun and exciting time. You get to outline your future educational goals and create the plan to get
there. There is plenty of support given to help with this process
You, the graduating class of 2021, are all in this important life phase together. Be supportive of each other
and know your support system.
The QMS Post-Secondary Counselling Office is here to help and if they do not have the information readily
available, they will help you find someone who does.
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30.0 Outdoor Leadership Packing List
GRADES 8–12 PACKING LIST
All program participants require appropriate clothing and equipment to participate in the Outdoor Education
Program. Please do not bring electronics or valuables with you on any of the outdoor leadership trips—
including cell phones. A yearbook camera will be provided for school pictures.
CLOTHING
The importance of proper rain gear cannot be overstated. Rain gear must be waterproof (coated PVC or GoreTex). If you cannot stay dry while wearing your rain gear in the shower, you may become wet in the outdoors.
For active outdoor pursuits, the best way to regulate body temperature and to maintain warmth is to wear
layers of clothing that can be adjusted depending on the weather, temperature and activity level. Layers
should include long underwear, warm mid-layers and waterproof outerwear. Wool, nylon, polyester and
synthetic fleece are recommended as clothing materials because they provide insulation even when wet and
dry quickly. Cotton is NOT appropriate for outdoor programs as it absorbs moisture, provides no insulation
when wet, and dries slowly. This includes all jean and denim clothing.















Rain jacket and rain pants
2 fleece/wool/acrylic tops or sweaters
3 pairs of pants (2 – nylon/fleece/lycra)
Wool/synthetic long underwear top
and bottoms
Warm fleece or synthetic filled jacket
3 t-shirts (cotton or synthetic)
3+ pairs wool socks

Socks & underwear (for 3 nights)
Bathing suit & towel
2 pairs shorts
Pajamas
Sun hat/baseball cap
Fleece/wool toque & gloves

FOOTWEAR

2 pairs running shoes/Hiking boots

Sport-style sandals with back strap (optional), no flip flops please!

Rubber rain boots
EQUIPMENT
This equipment is mandatory for safety purposes.
It is recommended that students arrive with this gear in September.

Sleeping bag rated to a min. of -5° Celsius

Flashlight/headlamp with spare
in stuff sack (3 season synthetic fill
batteries
preferable, down-fill insulates poorly when 
Watch
wet)

Sunglasses

Sleep pad (for under your sleeping bag)

Sunscreen SPF 15 or higher

60 litre backpack or soft duffle bag

2 sets of medications
*Suitcases will not be permitted
(if medications are required)

Day pack (School back packs will work)

10 garbage bags

1 litre water bottle

5 Large Ziploc bags for waterproofing

1 set unbreakable cup, bowl, plate and
gear
utensils

Toiletries & towel
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OPTIONAL ITEMS

Camera

Journal & pencil/deck of cards

Bandana/small pillow
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Insect repellent
Spending money

31.0 Major Dates Calendar 2020–2021
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Queen Margaret’s School
660 Brownsey Avenue, Duncan, British Columbia, Canada V9L 1C2
T: 250.746.4185 | reception@qms.bc.ca
www.qms.bc.ca

