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As we look back on the intentions of

our founders, Miss Geoghegan and

Miss Denny, or look forward to the

opening of our new Learning Centre

in the fall of 2013, the hopes and ex-

pectations remain the same. A QMS

Education exists to open doors to a

larger world of opportunities, so that

each student “will go out from the

School to take their place in the

world.” Each and every day brings new

challenges, changing relationships,

and enriching experiences. Each day

opens doors of opportunity.

Queen Margaret’s School defines,

elevates and advances, beginning

with a strong set of core values that

define who we are and govern our 

relationships with one another. 

Together, we create a culture that

embraces possibility, a place where

students, within a safe and support-

ive community, can explore and reach

their potential.

Queen Margaret’s School encour-

ages openness, inclusion and con-

nection. We are a culturally diverse

community committed to sharing dif-

ferent perspectives and insights

about the world.

We encourage students to step

outside of their comfort zones and

reach out to our local and global com-

munities, creating a better world. The

design of our educational programs

supports conversation, dialogue, and

communication. Students are taught

to seek information yet provided with

space and time for reflection and 

engagement with their learning.

Queen Margaret’s School is con-

verging, flexible, and adaptable. 

A convergence of tradition and inno-

vation exists on campus; a focus on

service learning is balanced with 

increased use of technology and

global citizenship while offering the

opportunity to practise teamwork

and collaboration.

Our continued campus develop-

ment reflects best practices in

teaching and learning, and compre-

hensive curricular and co-curricular

programs support individual student

needs.

A QMS Education is a gateway 

that links the past with the future, 

holding dear while our traditions and

values, empowering our students to

be caring, globally-minded learners

and leaders. A QMS Education is a

doorway to a growing world of oppor-

tunities. 

Thank you for continuing to support

and believe in our school. Together 

we will continue to open doors to new 

facilities, new learning experiences,

and  life-long friendships. 

Opening Doors of Opportunity

2013QMS Annual Fund
Your contribution is the key
to OPENING DOORS OF OPPORTUNITY for our students
The QMS Annual Fund supports initiatives that enhance 
and enrich school life, but are not covered by tuition

GENERATE PATHWAYS
BUILD CHARACTER
ENHANCE EXCELLENCE

connect {
Donate today 250.746.4185 ext.237 www.qms.bc.ca

The expression “Opening Doors” suggests new opportunities 
or possibilities. 

From the Head’s Desk
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“QMS has given me 
the confidence 

to go out into the world 
as a strong independant

female leader 
with a voice of my own”

“Each day I am 
making memories 
I can look back on 

for the rest of my life.”

“QMS is not just 
three little letters. 

QMS is not just a school. 
It means so much 

more to me.”



“QMS gave me the chance 
to learn about other cultures.

Now I have friends 
all over the world.”



Under the direction of Fine Arts De-

partment Head, Ms. Angela Andersen,

Music Director, Ms. Alison Hounsome

and music/drama teacher, Mr. Robert

Gordy, the entire scene reflects the

breadth of programming options

available at QMS and the value given

to Arts Education.

There is growing evidence, sup-

ported by new findings in brain

research and cognitive development,

that suggests Arts Education im-

proves student learning. Closely link-

ed to academic achievement, Arts 

Education is also said to improve mo-

tivation, concentration, confidence,

teamwork, and critical thinking. A

QMS Arts Education aids students in

the development of skills needed in

the 21st century: flexibility, the ability

to solve problems, to communicate

ideas and emotions, the ability to

learn new skills, to experiment, to be

creative and innovative yet pay atten-

tion to detail, and to strive for

excellence. 

Opportunities exist at all levels,

both within the curriculum and

through optional extra-curricular

clubs and programs, for students to

explore their passions and build skills.

Visual Arts Program
Student art works are displayed

throughout the hallways of QMS and

in the local community, showcasing

the creativity and talents of our young

artists. However, according to Fine

Arts Department Head, Ms. Angela

Andersen, “There is so much more to

art education than the end product.

The process is about exploration, dis-

covery, inquiry, creativity, and pushing

beyond basic assumptions.” 

As an artist herself, Ms. Andersen

understands how important it is to

feel passionate and in control of what

you are doing, and this informs her

practice as an art teacher. 

Ms. Andersen supports the notion

that the arts build community. She

explains, “Young people desire to

have a voice, to have an impact and

to make a positive impression in the

world.” Through unique opportuni-

ties, students have connected with

the community. The Cowichan Valley

Arts Council Youth Outreach Program

brought together the expertise of lo-

cal professional artists and students

in Grades 11 and 12. Through this

program, students gained exhibition

experience and built their portfolios

informed by the lessons and insights

of professional artists. 

Ms. Andersen is passionate about

the benefits of being an empowered

creator and encourages her students

to become literate visual thinkers and

motivated creators, skills that are

transferrable to a range of life expe-

riences that extend well beyond the

reach of the arts studio. 

Performing Arts Program
Nothing quite announces the upcom-

ing Christmas holiday break as the

annual Junior School Christmas 

Concert and Breakfast with Santa. 

Mr. Robert Gordy, music and drama

teacher, views the performing arts as

“the opportunity to put learning into

action.” In many ways, Mr. Gordy

notes, “The performing arts prepare

students for the rigors of real life.

Many will be called upon to make

public presentations or be convincing

in the auditorium or at the board

table. They will have to project their

voice and maintain continuity of their

thoughts. They will encounter dead-

lines and pressure to perform to their

potential.” 

Under the direction of QMS Acting

Coach, Bobbi Rowntree, the QMS

Senior Drama Club staged a success-

ful and provocative production of 

The Cage Birds. This eight-woman play

examined the weighty topics of

opression, indoctrination and self-

imposed isolation. Grade 12 student

Emma Parsons has participated in

school plays since she started attend-

ing QMS in Grade 9. The Honours

with Distinction student notes, “I en-

joy acting. It gives me a chance to be

someone else and try new things.”

Grades 8 to 10 Drama students as

well were given the opportunity to put

learning into action. In their produc-

tion of The Death and Life of Sneaky
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The Fine Arts Inspire 

Tomorrow’s Creative Thinkers

Walking into the Arts and Culture Salon, one cannot help but be engulfed in a wave of
sights, sounds and smells. Laughter and song lift one’s spirit, cultural treats entice the
taste buds, and creative works inspire reflection and contemplation. It is an annual
event that is not to be missed. 



Top left: Grade 1 students Ava Ling David,
Hannah Cohen and Wyatt Mellings at the
Junior School Christmas Concert

Top right: Grade 1 student Ethan Picard
practises his guitar

Above: Grade 6 student Gabrielle Austin
with her big sister, Dominque (‘12) 
at the annual Arts & Culture Salon

Left: The QMS Chapel Choir

Fitch, students applied their drama

techniques in a highly convincing and

entertaining performance. When

problems arose, performers quickly

improvised lines, adjusted focus, and

kept the action moving forward. Mr.

Gordy also gives credit to the audi-

ence from within Queen Margaret’s

School and the local community. 

According to Mr. Gordy, “Students

benefit from the pressure and energy

of a live audience and responded by

thinking on their feet and being aware

of the continuity of the performance.

Enthusiastic audiences help build 

confidence in our students and pave

the way for further successes.” 

Music Program
Mrs. Alison Hounsome believes music

is a universal language that unifies

and connects all ages, abilities, and

cultures. At QMS, music creates and

builds community. Mrs. Hounsome

sees the music program as “a living,

dynamic force that evolves and

changes, creating opportunities, 

challenges and ultimately a sense of

accomplishment” for whomever

walks through her classroom doors.

In addition to the Chapel Choir, the

Chamber Orchestra, and band classes,

Mrs. Hounsome has formed and

mentored a variety of new groups, 

including a Jazz Ensemble, Chamber

Ensemble, and Rock Band. For one

student, the natural ability to recog-

nize and produce complex rhythms

has provided an opportunity to shine

in front of his peers. Another  talented

musician with many years of private

training has taken full advantage of

opportunities available to hone her

skills, being an active participant in the

Jazz Band, Choir, Chamber Orchestra,

and the Chamber Ensemble. Adept at

playing a number of instruments, a

third student has been encouraged

to pursue her passion for music and

has been given opportunities to 

perform original compositions during

Chapel, at the QMS Poetry Café, and

at the opening reception of the 

Annual Art Exhibit. 

Whether it be studying theory, tak-

ing responsibility for an instrument,

or performing at an assembly, Mrs.

Hounsome encourages students to

persevere and pay attention to detail,

be patient with and supportive of

themselves and others, and enjoy the

experience of making music. 
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Athletics is one of the four pillars at Queen Margaret’s
School, where physical fitness is emphasized and the
life-long enjoyment of physical activities is encouraged. 

Skill development, sportsmanship,

and building self-esteem are essen-

tial. For a small school like QMS, this

not only means providing as many

opportunities for students to try as

many different sports as possible (in

addition to the Equestrian Program),

but also supporting their opportuni-

ties to excel at sport within the

community. Grade 8 student Bree

Castle won a bronze medal in the

Provincial Cadet Championships at

Mount Washington this year and

earned a bronze and silver medal in

team events at the national level in

Quebec this past spring.

Many international students take

advantage of their time at QMS to try

new sports. At this year’s Athletic

Banquet, Crystal Leung won the Most 

Improved Player in two sports, field

hockey and badminton. She also won

the Junior PE award for her embodi-

ment of effort and sportsmanship.

What was amazing about this feat is

that prior to coming to QMS, Crystal

had never played field hockey before.

Santiago Probert is an international

student from Mexico City who was a

member of the QMS Intermediate

Boys Soccer Team, which went unde-

feated at a recent tournament this

year. He also achieved a personal best

in running events at the Mid Island

Track & Field Meet this year. Outside

of school, his host family helped him

participate in rugby and community

soccer, all of which expanded his 

experience at QMS.

Go Royals, Go!

SPORTS OFFERED AT QMS:

Badminton

Basketball

Cross Country

Equestrian

Field Hockey

Golf

Soccer

Swimming

Track and Field

Volleyball

Top Right: Intermediate Boys Soccer
Team went 8-0 at a tournament 
this year

Middle Left: Juliet Westlake takes 
a free hit in field hockey

Bottom Left: Natalia Soto and 
the QMS Swim Team went to the 
BC Provincial Swimming
Championships in 2012
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Outdoor Education 

On these trips, students partake in

“challenge by choice” activities that

help to build upon their self-confi-

dence, teamwork skills and appre-

ciation for our environment. Each

trip offers a progression of differ-

ent skills: high ropes training and

climbing, kayaking in the Gulf 

Islands, surfing the waves of Tofino,

and paddling into the heart of

Strathcona Park to camp amongst

the stars. 

These trips create memories and

friendships that really do last a life-

time. Incoming Deputy Head Girl

Ellie Graham notes that “Outdoor

Ed is a great way to bond with your

classmates and make friendships

with girls that you wouldn’t nor-

mally interact with at school.” 

in our SENIOR School

As an integrated element of the QMS curriculum,
students spend four days off campus every spring on an
outdoor education trip. 

For many international boarders, these trips are their first opportunity

to experience the wilderness settings of British Co lumbia. Victoria Huang,

a Grade 11 student from China, explains, “In China, we don’t get many 

opportunities to hike and camp because there are not as many forest or

wilderness areas. We slept in a tent, which was really fun…but it was 

cold at night!”

Below: Patricia Masur and 
Claire Champernowne surfing 
at Long Beach

Top Right: Robin Fleming, 
Alex Barnes, Bree Castle, Miyu Iishi 
at Hornby Island

Left: Alexa Paoli navigates a rope
course at Hornby Island
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Outdoor Education 
in our JUNIOR School

Each September, the Junior School

embarks on its Outdoor Education

Program. Students in Grades 1-3

spend the day at Swan Lake, working

together and learning about ecology.

Intermediate students from Grade 4

to the Grade 7/8 boys class take an-

nual overnight outdoor education

trips. Students in Grades 4, 5, and 6

head to Camp Imadene, on the

shores of Mesachie Lake. There, they

take part in team building sessions

and challenging physical activities.

One student noted that these unique

experiences helped to “discover 

talents we didn’t know we had. We

learned to work together by helping

each other to build a shelter.” 

The Grade 7 girls and the Grade

7/8 boys class spend three days at

Camp Thunderbird, located on Glintz

Lake. In addition to trying new activ-

ities such as orienteering, kayaking,

and archery, students also partici-

pate in team building sessions and

challenging physical activities, such

as high ropes training. 

Deliberately held at the beginning

of each school year, these trips pro-

vide essential opportunities for

classes to come together and build

trust, setting a foundation for an

amazing school year ahead.

Above: Grade 6 Students: Maria
Rossouw, Willow Paras-Charlton and
Kady Singh at Camp Imadene

Right: Meredith Krikke, Grade 3, 
“The Outdoor Education trip was
really fun. We built shelters out of
tarps, sticks, and ropes, and learned
how to collect water by using a stick 
and plastic.”
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Servite Fortiter (Serve Ye Bravely), the

motto of QMS, sets a standard that

continues to challenge students to

look beyond themselves and give to

their communities, both locally and

globally.

Service Learning benefits both the

community and student volunteer.

The community benefits as the 

opportunity is provided to shape a

student’s values. 

For the student, the opportunity to

volunteer makes learning useful and

relevant, often allowing the integra-

tion and synthesis of intellectual

knowledge by extending the bound-

aries of the regular classroom. The

experience enhances sensitivity to 

diversity, promotes personal and social

growth, and stimulates leadership de-

velopment. Through service learning

projects, students develop the tools

and understanding to be effective

global citizens in the diverse commu-

nities in which they work and live.

The benefits and influence of Serv-

ice Learning were evident during the

presentations prepared by QMS

Grade 9 students through the Youth

and Philanthropy Initiative (YPI). 

The signature program of the

Toskan Casale Foundation, YPI en-

gages young people in social changes

and empowers them to authentically

participate in the development of

their communities, engaging them as

dedicated problem solvers and vol-

unteers. The YPI program connects

students with local grassroots chari-

ties to help them understand the

social issues in their communities

and understand the value of a grant

to a local organization. 

This year, the team of Kylie Sears,

Phoebe Chang, Malaika Noronha, 

Arlette del Hoyo and Sydney McCrae,

won a $5,000 grant for their chosen

charity, Island Women Against Vio-

lence, on Salt Spring Island. When

asked to describe their experience,

Sydney was quick to note that “the

experience brought greater insight to

the issue of abuse within my commu-

nity.” Arlette explained, “Initially, I was

not so keen on the project as I wasn’t

going to win anything personally, but

after speaking with members of the

supporting society, counselors, and

child psychologist, I knew I just had

to win this for them. This experience

opened my eyes as I realized just how

fortunate I am and how much more I

could do for my community.”

Under the direction of Service Co-

ordinator Mrs. Jane Richmond, senior

students complete over 3,000 hours

of service by year end. In addition to

international initiatives such as raising

money for the school’s foster children

in Africa, local service learning oppor-

tunities occur with Big Brothers/Big

Sisters, the Cowichan Therapeutic Rid-

ing Association, Cairnsmore Hospital,

the SPCA, and the Cowichan Food

Basket, to name a few. 

Mrs. Richmond credits service

learning as being the factor that

“proves involvement can create

change in people’s lives, and therefore

is empowering to all those involved.”

Mrs. Richmond can often be heard

sharing one of her favorite quotes:

“Service is giving, and giving is joy.”

Service Learning
As one of the four pillars of Queen Margaret’s School, service learning is part of our
tradition, dating back to the days of Miss Denny and Miss Geogeghan.

“When the heart is touched by direct
experience, the mind may be
challenged to change.”     

Peter Hans Kolvenback, S.J.

Above: Amelie Mclean receives a hug
from a Tour de Rock rider

Left: YPI Winners L to R: Phoebe
Chang, Kylie Sears, Arlette del Hoyo,
Sydney McCrae, Malaika Noronha



Top Right: William Bahen takes a
hands-on approach to art

Above: Georgia Armstrong picks her
halloween pumpkin from a field trip
to Abby Lane Farms

Bottom Right: Rowan Picard collects
garbage at Bamberton Beach

As part of an Earth Day celebration,

Queen Margaret’s ECE students par-

ticipated in a community Shoreline

Clean-Up at Transfer Beach in Lady-

smith on March 14, 2013. 

In preparation for this trip, the

three and four-year-old students

learned about ways to protect our

planet by sharing books and singing

songs that highlighted the need to

care for the environment. The impor-

tance of keeping our precious planet

safe and clean was the message!

Excitement about the adventure

was in the air as the children, their

parents, and teachers dawned gloves

and raingear. Over 30 children

headed off to the beach to partici-

pate in this environmentally-focused

event. This little group of enthusiastic

learners managed to collect over six

bags of garbage from the beach in a

very short time. Then it was time to

celebrate their good work with some

playtime!

Upon returning to their class-

rooms, the children talked with their

teachers about the highlights of this

adventure and participated in activi-

ties and discussions about their

learning experience. The children

discussed and charted the garbage

that they had found on the beach,

and how the items might be harmful

to the earth or the ocean. The teach-

ers followed up with a craft that

celebrated the significance of little

hands at work to help the earth.

Early Childhood Education teachers are known for
making learning fun. Even when it comes to picking up
garbage!

Smallest QMS Students

Make a BIG Difference!
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In truth, education practices focused

specifically on students aged 10-15

is a critical part of a successful whole

schooling experience. Why? 

As many parents of young adoles-

cents can tell you, these children are

at a critical stage of learning; they are

about to embark on a growth and 

development phase that will set the 

stage for adulthood. It is imperative

that these students are given a learn-

ing environment that is safe, inviting,

and challenging. Queen Margaret’s

School is committed to providing the

best middle years’ experience possible,

with a dedicated building (the new TLC)

and a team of teachers who truly be-

lieve in the potential of these students. 

With a shared vision focused on the

nature and needs of middle years stu-

dents, QMS teachers take pride in

getting to know and develop strong

relationships with students. By taking

an interest in each student as an 

individual and by ensuring that con-

sistent communication takes place

with parents, students feel encour-

aged and supported. Working together,

teachers strive to create a supportive

and safe environment where students

are willing to ask questions and 

explore options in their learning. 

Of course, an academically stimu-

lating environment is also key and a

variety of instructional strategies and

cross-curricular approaches also play

an important role in middle years ed-

ucation. Projects that allow students

to collaborate, to make decisions, and

integrate their knowledge from a 

variety of subject areas make learning

engaging and relevant.

For example, a group of Grade 7

QMS students might be asked to 

create a scale model of an ancient

Egyptian town. Working both inde-

pendently and in small groups, the

students will use their knowledge of

social studies and technology tools by

researching ancient civilizations. They

will use language arts to read and

record their research findings. Math

skills will be important as they learn to

use ratios to create the scale model,

and visual arts are necessary to create

a lifelike replica using various media.

In addition, students might be asked

to present their model to an audience

to develop confidence in public speak-

ing. By weaving all of these skills into

a larger project, students are provided

with opportunities to learn through

challenging and stimulating experi-

ences. In this case, the whole learn-

ing experience for students is truly

greater than the sum of its parts. 

A hallmark of Queen Margaret’s

School is small class sizes; each stu-

dent receives individualized attention

and support in their learning. This,

combined with teachers who special-

ize in educating young adolescents,

equals a superior middle years expe-

rience at QMS that will lay the

foundation for later success.
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What is Middle Years Education?
Much attention has been given to the term “Middle Years Education” in recent years,
but without context, this is an empty academic phrase for most parents. 

L-R: Alexandra Johnston, Sierra
Pelkey, Hannah Gibbs, and Diara
James-Jim meet Frances the chicken

Santiago Probert at the QMS 
talent show

Alexandra Johnston shows off her
Egyptian Night presentation to 
Head of School Wilma Jamieson



14 CONNECTIONS

Hands-on Learning in 
the QMS Primary Garden
The Primary Garden is an opportunity

for QMS students to experience

hands-on learning. This year, the

Kindergarten Class, led by Mrs. Snow,

built a worm farm to study compost-

ing in action. On rainy days, the

Kindergarten students “rescued”

worms from puddles and gave them

sanctuary in a specially made see-

through worm farm. The worms

happily burrowed in layers of shred-

ded newspaper, soil, and fruit. “They

made holes in the soil and then they

ate the fruit. But not all of the fruit…

some of it got rotten. And that made

compost,” explains Kate Schultz. 

Then the Kindergarten students

planted seeds in the primary garden

– sunflowers, carrots, beans, kale, let-

tuce, green onions, and pumpkins.

The worms and the compost were

also added into the garden. “The

worms are going to help the garden,”

notes Jake Armstrong. By June, plants

were thriving. “We did lots of weed-

ing!” exclaimed Owen Jaggers. 

The Grades 1, 2, and 3 classrooms

planted their sections of the garden

with vegetables and flowers and did

their share of watering and weeding.

Throughout the summer, a team of

dedicated parents and staff volun-

teered to water and weed the garden

to ensure the students’ efforts were

not wasted. 

In September, the students will re-

turn to school and to fully grown

produce and harvest celebrations.

The QMS Food Services Team also

benefits with contributions of fresh

herbs and leafy greens for all of the

students to enjoy. Extra vegetables

are donated to the Basket Society,

Duncan’s local food bank. And of

course, some of the fully grown

pumpkins are used in the school’s an-

nual pumpkin carving contest! 

Left: Mateo Woodward proudly
shows off organic produce 
before harvesting it and donating
it to the local food bank

Below: Walking the runway in a
dress made entirely of recycled
materials, Charlotte Gibbs shows
the power of “going green.”

Opposite: Marcus Charania and
Mason Kolk at Beach Clean Up
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QMS Wins Local Award
On April 13, 2013, Head of School

Wilma Jamieson accepted a presti-

gious award on behalf of QMS that

recognized a dynamic year of envi-

ronmental action for the school. 

Being nominated for and winning

the Green Business Award at the

Cowichan Chamber of Commerce

Black Tie Awards was a surprise for

the entire school community. Making

the school greener has been a long-

standing focus for many students

and staff, but in 2013, it became ap-

parent that these efforts were not

just the focus of a few individuals, but

the entire school. 

Here are just some of the green

endeavors that the school has par-

ticipated in or achieved to date: 

• The Early Childhood Education 

Program students participated in

the Shoreline Cleanup at Transfer

Beach. 

• Students in the Primary Program

have been actively involved in the

Primary Garden program, the

school’s composting program, and

have been conserving energy and

water in their classrooms. 

• The Intermediate School has estab-

lished a Junior Green Team that put

“Towers of Power” in every class-

room to encourage recycling

throughout the school. 

• The Senior School Green Team has

combined with the Food Services

program to step up the school’s

composting program in the dining

halls and has challenged each 

classroom to become a zero-waste

environment. 

• The school’s housekeeping staff

only use eco-friendly products for

laundry and cleaning.

• Bus routes are carefully reviewed 

to maximize fuel efficiency each

year.

• The Equestrian Program donates 

its never-ending fertilizer supply to

community gardens and local 

gardeners, such as the Kin Park

Youth Urban Farm.

Green Team 
Storms the School
Senior Biology Teacher Miss Nicole

Lorusso has made it her mission to

get students passionate about the

environment. This past year, her

Green Team promoted a zero-waste

environment at Queen Margaret’s

School, with all students and staff

joining in the effort. 

Miss Lorusso’s commitment to

green initiatives started at an early

age, growing up in a family that was

into outdoor recreation. As the

teacher sponsor of the QMS Senior

School Green Team, she is passionate

about making environmental aware-

ness a lifestyle choice for all of the

students and staff at the school. 

Being on the Green Team not only

engages students about being more

environmentally aware—it also pro-

vides opportunities for students to

engage in other leadership skills.

Grade 10 student Karlie Castle notes

that organizing chapel speeches and

other Green Team events helped her

develop public speaking and presen-

tation skills. Solveig Hanson, also 

in Grade 10, plans to incorporate all

she has learned from her mentor,

Miss Lorusso, to pursue a medical

degree with a focus on environmental

medicine. 

Grade 12 student Qin Yi Fu is the

first student from Asia to join the

Green Team and she is determined

to share her knowledge with her fam-

ily and friends back home, where,

admittedly, the environment is not

such a focus as it is in Canada. She

acknowledges that there is a cultural

divide to be overcome, but she is de-

termined to share what she has

learned, and she is already succeed-

ing—with her advocacy and Miss

Lorusso’s recommendation, the

Grade 12 Legacy Gift for 2013 will be

a contribution to a greenhouse for

the school.

Green Initiatives
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Leaving home to come to a boarding school can be
scary, but arriving in Residence where there are 19
languages spoken and students from 17 different
cultures can be downright terrifying! 

Fortunately, the professional staff 

in the QMS Residence is experienced

in working with teenage girls and 

understands the challenges and 

successes that will face each student.

In addition, caring and knowledge-

able housemothers, a full time nurse,

and a counselor are on hand to help

students.

Queen Margaret’s School embraces

its multicultural community, and 

students are encouraged to take ad-

vantage of opportunities to share their

perspectives, values, and differences.

Boarding students have an even

greater opportunity to share cultures

with each other: roommates are as-

signed, when possible, to reflect a

cultural learning opportunity; students

from the same country work together

with Food Services to help plan and

prepare a dinner from their culture or

country to share with their peers and

staff; English-only zones are promoted

throughout the residence for students

of different backgrounds to both de-

velop relations with each other and

practice English language skills.

The connections and friendships

that QMS Residence students make

last a lifetime and are invaluable.

When students graduate from Queen

Margaret’s School and leave Resi-

dence for the last time, they do so

with a world of knowledge already 

under their belts.

Above Right: Ivy Zhao and Michelle
Zhang at Bright Angel Park

Above: Kym Wen tried to stay dry
during last year’s Spring Break
boarding trip to France and Spain.

Right: Each year, our QMS
residence welcomes a wonderful
group of students from Mexico for
their year abroad. 

Life in an

International Village
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Residence: The Greatest
of Adventures

As a young woman, living in Residence is one of the best developmental
opportunities we can be faced with. Being a Boarder is more than a title. It is a duty.
What type of duty you ask? Well, we are the few who are brave enough to leave our
comfort zone. We take to the sky, the earth, and the sea to reach this place we like to
call mi casa, 家, zuhause, ホーム, our home. Sometimes we are lonely or we miss the
cities we were raised in, but we know we will be back; stronger than ever we will
return with our expanded horizons. 

We are the big thinkers of tomorrow asserting our independence today. We take
responsibility for the actions we chose  and we learn to live balanced lives that will
carry us into our futures. In Residence we work for reward. Rewards of freedom and
autonomy from the loads we bear on our shoulders — we are taught to achieve. 
We strive to achieve bigger and better than previously we have imagined.

In this home we learn who we are and who we can be. This is the midway house 
for the development of our personality. Without the pressures of dress and external
influences, we are able to become ideal global citizens. We open our minds without
judgments to the world full of culture and difference. 

Some come to Residence because they are compelled by their family, but in my
case, there is no one who wants me in Residence more than I do. I feel this way
because now I am braver, stronger, and a bigger thinker than I was yesterday.
Without Residence we would not be the people we are today. We will enter the rest 
of our lives, whether we know it yet or not, prepared to embark on the greatest of
adventures all because we were Boarders.

Marina Kitt
May 1st, 2013 

Above: Marina Kitt, Christine Lim,
and Cecilia Chan share a laugh.

Marina Kitt and Wan Xian Koh
celebrate Malaysia on Flag Day



For many students, school is fun, but weekends are
when the excitement really happens. In QMS Residence,
these times are for students to connect with each other
through recreation.

Students take part in planned boarder activities such as dances, ski trips, cul-

tural dinners, and holiday-themed events. In addition, the QMS Activity Club

offers boarders an opportunity to create new friendships and explore the

beautiful Cowichan Valley and surrounding areas. Every weekend, Residence

students are encouraged to join planned chaperoned events that can range

from cultural (ballet, theatre, sight-seeing, and shopping) to active (hiking, ice

skating, rock climbing, swimming) experiences. Students also get the chance

to join craft-making sessions with local artisans to create keepsakes such as

jewelry, cards, and even dream-catchers with our local First Nations community. 

For students living at QMS, organized residence activities, including the Ac-

tivity Club, provide an extraordinary opportunity to create even more

memories of their time at the school.

“Queen Margaret’s School gave me a chance to meet people from all over

the world and experience so many different cultures, from their food to fashion

to music. It also allowed me to make strong friendships that I’m sure will last

after I graduate.”

Weekends in Residence

Top right: Renata Baranda, Grade 8,
celebrates Halloween

Above left: Sarah Rigby and 
Sinny Yang skiing at Whistler

Left: The residence students
celebrate Autumn at 
Bright Angel Park

Right: Renata Baranda, Melissa
Gonzalez, and Marina Jose Alsina
share delicious cuisine at the
Mexican Cultural Dinner.



Baba, Oma, Papa, Nana, Yaya, Granny, Nanny or Bumpa
– no matter how you say it, grandparents hold a special
place in the hearts of children. 

This year’s Grandparent’s Day was especially well attended with approximately

80 grandparents and significant elders in attendance. The special guests and

their grandchildren gathered in Karin Quinn Hall and enjoyed refreshments

together and a few words of welcome from Mrs. Jamieson, Head of School. 

Mr. Schneider, Junior School
Chaplain, led a Grandparent-
themed chapel service filled

with humour and appreciation for the

elders in our lives. Students also took

their grandparents on a tour of the

school, including the Equestrian Cen-

tre, the Primary Centre, the Primary

Garden and Founders’ Hall, where all

enjoyed the amazing art on display

for the Arts and Culture Salon.

Grandparent’s Day is clearly a hit

at Queen Margaret’s School. Filled

with smiles, laughter and a strong

sense of community, this event al-

lows primary students to share their

school with extended family. By shar-

ing this experience, grandparents

appreciate the special place that is

QMS. As several grandparents con-

curred, “We are so happy that our

grandchildren go to QMS.”
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Celebrating  
Our Extended Family

Above: Hannah Cohen enjoys tea with her grandparents

Right: The Grade 2 and 3 classes perform “The Dinosaur Song” for their
enthusiatstic audience of grandparents and special elders

Above: Scott Dodd and his
grandfather share a moment
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Alexis Elliott
Our 27-acre campus is home to over 300 students and
more than 40 horses. 

As Canada’s only equestrian boarding school, QMS offers a unique opportunity

to its students to attend class and participate in a world-renowned equestrian

program. All riders are welcomed and accommodated, from the tentative first

time rider to the established rider looking to further advance their skills. 

For younger day students like Alexis Elliott (Grade 7), getting to ride a horse

twice a week as part of her physical education program is a dream come true.

“I love that I’m learning a new sport, and all of the horses and coaches are so

warm and friendly.”

Although this unique aspect of a QMS education doesn’t take place in a

classroom, Alexis has found that many of the lessons learned in the riding

ring teach her valuable skills that she can apply in her other classes, and to

life. “When I’m working with my horse,” Alexis explains, “I’m learning how to

build a relationship. You have to be poised and patient at all times.” 

In addition to riding, equestrian students like Alexis also learn stable man-

agement and other aspects of equine care. Like many students her age,

though, Alexis says, “I would much rather muck out a stall than clean my bed-

room at home!” In any case, the unique opportunities and perspectives

provided through the QMS Equestrian Program work hand in hand with the

school’s academic program and prepare QMS students for future endeavors,

both in and out of the equestrian world.

Above: “I love that I’m learning a
new sport, and all of the horses
and coaches are so warm and
friendly.”

Alexis Elliott

Right: Cassidy Keith competing at
HITS Thermal, California.

Right: Grade 9 student, 
Christine Coels, and her equine
partner Arius earned their first
major win this year at a 
Saanich Show In The Sun (SSITS)



Above : Scarlett celebrates her
graduation with an equine friend

Left: The 2012-13 QMS 
Equestrian Team
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Scarlett Foss 
The great statesman Benjamin Disraeli said, “The secret
of success is to be ready for your opportunity when it
comes.” 

That’s what Deputy Head Girl Scarlett Foss found out when she was presented

with a chance of a lifetime after graduation – to train with Leslie Reid, an in-

ternational dressage coach who has represented Canada at three Olympic

Games. Scarlett has been riding for five years, and although she enjoys both

equestrian disciplines offered at QMS, she admits that “achieving high levels

of dressage sends tingles down my spine.”  This rare opportunity to be a work-

ing student will offer her a chance to train at an international level and declare

for a spot on the American Young Rider Team. Scarlett can’t wait to get started.

“In addition to furthering my riding knowledge, I wish to learn everything I can

about the dressage world and care of horses, as well as explore a year off

from school from a different perspective.”

An international boarder from Anchorage, Alaska, Scarlett has attended

QMS since Grade 8. She has embraced the opportunities that have been pre-

sented to her at QMS, excelling academically, in the equestrian program, and

becoming Residence Captain and Deputy Head Girl in her Grade 12 year. Re-

cently, she was awarded a Leader of Tomorrow Award by a local community

group, recognizing her dedication to volunteerism and positive leadership. 

QMS Equestrian
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Wyatt Youland, Grady Robson, Shauna Johel,
and Kathryn McIntyre investigate the site of
their future classrooms
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The new home of the Grade 4, Grade

5, Grade 6, Grade 7 girls and Grade

7/8 boys classrooms, the TLC will not

just be walls and roofs to house stu-

dents and teachers—it will be an

environment for learning that will cap-

tivate the imagination of the students

and actively encourage exploration

and growth. Large classrooms, high

ceilings, and an abundance of natural

light will stimulate learning for 

students, who will now be able to

showcase their achievements to

wider audiences in the community in

a welcoming environment.

In addition to classroom spaces,

the TLC will host the school’s newest

library — the new Learning Com-

mons. The design and location of the

TLC Learning Commons express the

centrality of its role in the school. In

addition to housing a rich collection

of books and other research materi-

als, it will be a central gathering place

for the school: performance, assem-

blies, Parent Association meetings,

Board meetings, and faculty and staff

events will be hosted in this bright

and airy space.

With the construction of the TLC,

Queen Margaret’s School is demon-

strating its commitment to following

best practices in Middle Years educa-

tion. Large classrooms, closely

situated to the new Learning Com-

mons, are designed to support

project based learning and cross-cur-

ricular approaches. So when Mr.

Smith and his Grade 7/8 study their

Ancient Civilizations unit, they can

quickly access books and other re-

search materials through the library

and use the integrated wireless tech-

nology to complete their speeches

and reports on their laptops. Break-

out spaces featured throughout the

new building will provide areas to 

collaborate in small groups and cre-

ate posters and other projects.

Access to online collaborative tools

and the open performance area in

the Learning Commons will then 

allow the students to present their

learning to not only their classmates,

but publish and perform in front of a

wider audience. 

With the construction of the new

TLC, Queen Margaret’s School is con-

tinuing its tradition of excellence and

innovation that has characterized the

school’s rich academic history for

more than 90 years.

The Learning Centre 

The newest jewel in the Queen Margaret’s School crown will be The Learning Centre
(TLC), scheduled to open its doors the fall of 2013. 



How long have you worked at

QMS? 

Since 2006 (with a year off from

2010-2011).

Who is your favourite children’s

author or illustrator? 

My favourites change – like when

you have cravings for different

foods at different times. My

favourites right now are Nick

Bland (“The Very Cranky Bear” and

“Some Dads”) and New Young, who

writes the Zoomer books. Both

authors capture the magic of living

life to the fullest.

What do you enjoy most about

being an educator at QMS? 

The students – their energy,

excitement, and curiosity about

the world around them. 

My colleagues are wonderful, 

too, but the students are definitely

the icing on the cake!

What were your favourite

books in middle school? 

The Little House on the Prairies

series by Laura Ingalls Wilder,

“Misty of Chincoteague” by

Marguerite Henry, and the Black

Stallion Series by Walter Farley. 

My favourites for that age group

now are probably the Harry Potter

series by J. K. Rowling, the Artemis

Fowl series by Eoin Colfer, and the

Warriors seres by Erin Hunter. 

It seems like books written these

days are more lively and fun.

Most of my time seems to be spent on finding
books that support whatever the students are
interested in so that they can practise reading
without thinking about it. 

Ms. Milligan
Getting to know

“

“



More than just a repository for print

materials (although there will be

plenty of books and magazines for

students and faculty to enjoy), the

new Learning Commons is designed

to promote collaboration, research,

project development, and presenta-

tions. Library resources will be close

at hand for Intermediate students,

and integrated wireless technology

will support research opportunities

and digital learning for students and

staff at QMS.

For Ms. Milligan, the design of the

Learning Commons as an anchor to

the new Learning Centre centrally

placed at the heart of the campus is

the perfect metaphor for the role of

the school library as a foundation of

learning. “I think the role of any

school library is to support the stu-

dents in their development of a love

of books and learning.”

With a background in computer

technology and network administra-

tion, Ms. Milligan is excited by the

wireless capability and technology re-

sources that the new Learning

Commons will be furnished with. In

her role as QMS teacher-librarian,

she looks forward to helping QMS

students enhance their library expe-

riences with the help of technology

and learn how to use technology as

a tool, not a distraction. As QMS em-

barks on its Bring Your Own Laptop

Program for Grade 7/8 students, her

experience will be more valuable

than ever.

However, Ms. Milligan’s first love

continues to be reading and sharing

her love of books with the students

at QMS. “Most of my time seems to

be spent on finding books that sup-

port whatever the students are

interested in so that they can practise

without thinking about it. Like finding

a sport/activity that you like, if you en-

joy the book, you don’t realize that

you are strengthening your brain

muscles.” That perspective will come

as no surprise to everyone who sees

Ms. Milligan in action every lunch

hour on the soccer field!

It is important to Ms. Milligan to en-

sure the school library supports the

curricular needs of the teachers, but

it is essential that it also supports the

various reading levels at QMS. This

includes having a variety of appropri-

ate materials to support the school’s

English as a Second Language (ESL)

programming for students who at-

tend QMS from all over the world. 

It also includes supporting Learning 

Assistance endeavors by making sure

there are not only a lot of titles on the

shelves to choose from, but also by

facilitating opportunities to practise

reading. 

Ms. Milligan recently collaborated

with the Learning Assistance Depart-

ment and the school’s Early Childhood

Education Program to create opportu-

nities for Middle Years LA students to

take turns reading to the Junior Kinder-

garten class, either in front of the

whole class or as a group. 

Ms. Milligan is excited that the new

Learning Commons will provide even

more opportunities to encourage

reading amongst all of the students

at QMS.
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For the Love of Books
When the QMS Learning Centre opens its doors in the fall of 2013, school librarian
Jana Milligan will also open the doors to her new domain—the QMS Learning
Commons. 

“My favourites right now are Nick
Bland (“The Very Cranky Bear” and
“Some Dads”) and New Young, who
writes the Zoomer books. Both
authors capture the magic of living
life to the fullest.”



Research studies note girls interested

in STEM want to understand how

things work, solve problems, do

hands-on activities, ask questions

and collaborate. Through learning

that takes place within the classroom,

as well as opportunities that exist

outside the classroom, students want

to experience how scientists, mathe-

maticians and engineers apply what

they have learned in their studies to

real world problems.  

Science and Technology Depart-

ment Head Ms. Nicole Lorusso be-

lieves “STEM subjects open doors to

new realities and offer opportunities

to experience and understand our

world beyond the limits of what we

can see and touch on its surface.” This

philosophy, “to experience and under-

stand,” informs the practice of the

STEM faculty. Program highlights that

demonstrate this philosophy include:

• Work with the Cowichan Green

Community by the Biology 11 class

to develop sustainability initiatives

at QMS including an effective on

composting program

• Travel to Playland to learn about the

real world applications of physics to

amusement park rides by Senior

Physics students

• Incubation and then release of

salmon into a local river by the Sci-

ence 9 class

• Participation in the Streamkeepers

Program with the focus being stew-

ardship

Students also travelled around

Vancouver Island in pursuit of scien-

tific learning attending both the UVIC

Ocean Science Symposium and the

UVIC Engineering Day. 

The strength of the STEM program

at QMS has also inspired students to

explore areas of interest through in-

ternationally renowned summer

programs.  

Encouraged by her Physics teacher,

Head Girl Allana Gerke successfully

applied to the Quantum Cryptogra-

phy School for Young Students

(QCSYS), at Waterloo University in the

summer of 2012. “It was a phenom-

enal experience that really challenged

me to understand the advanced con-

cepts of quantum mechanics and in

doing so, stretched my mind.”

With the support of her teachers,

Grade 11 student Alice Young was ac-

cepted to the International Summer

School for Young Physicists (ISSYP), 

a program that includes lectures 

and keynote sessions on theoretical

physics at the Perimeter Institute, and

a day trip to the SNOLab International

Underground Science Facility.  

Alice’s second adventure of the

summer will also take her to the

Quantum Cryptography School for

Young Students (QCSYS) at the Uni-

versity of Waterloo.  Alice credits the

STEM program and mentoring by fac-

ulty as being pivotal in the doors that

have been opened for her. As Alice

notes, “Without the support and in-

credible teaching at Queen Margaret’s

School I may never have established

my interest in the field of physics and

even if I had, I would likely never have

had the confidence to step out of my

comfort zone to apply for such amaz-

ing opportunities”.
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STEM: To Experience and to Understand

Increasing knowledge of and engagement with science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) has been brought to the forefront of educational reforms in
North America in an effort to better prepare students for the challenges of the global
economy and to push the boundaries of innovation. 

Hannah Jedrysiak, Anna Keussen
and Ilenia Perissinotto examine a
horse hoof in QMS’s unique Equine
Sciences class



STEM: To Succeed 
Engagement in STEM and student

success goes hand-in-hand at QMS,

and the STEM program continues to

generate a growing body of actively

engaged students who pursue this

path in their post secondary studies.

The strength of this programming fo-

cus is demonstrated by the recent

number of Governor General’s Aca-

demic Medals awarded to STEM

students. Lord Dufferin, Canada’s 3rd 

Governor General, created the Aca-

demic Medals in 1873 to encourage

academic excellence and recognize

outstanding scholastic achievement.

The Medal is presented to the grad-

uating student with the highest grade

point average. Over the years, The

Governor General’s Medal has be-

come the most prestigious award

that students in Canadian schools

can achieve.
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For the past three years, the 

Governor General’s Academic Medal

has been presented to a student

pursuing studies in STEM. 

June 2011
Tiana Ng is currently enrolled in the

Master of Pharmacy Program at

King’s College, London. Tiana notes,

“The opportunity to explore all

three science courses at QMS, 

Biology, Chemistry, and Physics, and

take Calculus, was really helpful.”

June 2012 
Emilie Carpentier, currently en-

rolled in the Department of Physics

at Queens University, is considering

a career in medical physics. Emilie

credits the faculty of the QMS STEM

program as being instrumental in

her decision to pursue physics. “My

teachers made classes interesting

and interactive by encouraging me

to ask questions and relate the con-

cepts I learned to life outside the

classroom.” 

June 2013
Wan Xian Koh will be pursuing a de-

gree in Biochemistry at the

University of Toronto. When asked

how the STEM program supported

her future post secondary goals,

Wan Xian explained, "In addition to

reinforcing the concepts, the em-

phasis placed on interesting and

relatable chemical lab experiments

brought chemistry into the real

world. I became aware of the rele-

vance of chemistry in everyday life

and how knowledge of chemical

processes can be used to improve

the quality of living." 

Above left: Lynn Wheeler and 
Sydney McCrae in Grade 9 science.

Above right: Wan Xian with a few 
of her Speech Day awards

Below: Mr. Roddy Craig likes to 
shake things up in Chemistry class!



Whereas Science and Technology 

explore the how and what, the Hu-

manities give us ways to confront the

intangible, to contemplate the why,

and understand and appreciate the

diversity of cultures around the world. 

Through the Humanities, students

develop the skills necessary to navi-

gate the increasingly multifaceted

21st century. They are given the op-

portunity to examine complex issues

and became compassionate, active,

empowered, and globally aware citi-

zens. The Humanities explore what it

means to be human. The QMS Global

Issues Club gives many students

learning opportunities outside the

classroom that help them comphre-

hend the world around them.

During the past school year, Queen

Margaret’s committed to becoming a

Free the Children “We School of Ac-

tion.” In support of this initiative, the

Global Issues Club, in collaboration

with The Green Team, organized the

“We are Love” Valentine’s Day cam-

paign, raising funds for Free the

Children and the future QMS green-

house. As a committed “We School of

Action,” planning is now underway for

student participation in the “We Day”

Global conference in October of 2013.

In the Global Issues Club, students

explore and contemplate issues of

global significance through partic-

ipation in student conferences. Con-

ferences attended include Vancouver

Model United Nations, Vancouver Is-

land Student Commonwealth

Conference, and the Global Respon-

sibility Young Leaders Conference.

These conferences brought together

the next generation of international

leaders while advancing under-

standing of United Nations and con-

temporary issues. 

Through involvement in the Vancou-

ver Model UN, participants developed

an appreciation for differing view-

points, the frustration of negotiation

and the rewards of cooperation, gain-

ing skills in research, debate, com-

promise and conflict resolution. In all

cases, conference participants gained

a deeper understanding of the root

causes and broader social issues that

contribute to the complexity of global

issues while gaining real life experi-

ence of the human side of interna-

tional relations and diplomacy. Max

Quakenbush, a member of the boys

7/8 class, describes his VMUN 

experience as positive noting, “The

highlights of my trip were keynote

guest speaker Romeo Dallaire and

the fun I had in my committee room.

I would highly recommend Model UN

to anyone who enjoys debating, or

staying up late to discuss issues of

the world.”

In addition to looking at global is-

sues, students were also encouraged

to enhance their comprehension of

parliamentary and governmental 

students. Saki Asao, a Grade 12 inter-

national student from Japan, spent

her Winter Break working collabora-

tively with peers from around the

province. Through the British Colum-

bia Youth Parliament program hosted

in Victoria, Saki gained an in-depth

and experiential understanding of 

the provincial legislative process and

electoral systems.
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The Global Issues Club 
Developing the Desire and Passion to Affect the Future

Supported and mentored by the faculty of the Humanities Department, the Global
Issues Club serves as a vehicle for student engagement beyond the walls of the
classroom. 

Patricia Masur tries out the Speaker’s
throne in the House of Commons.

Fernanda Ramirez, senior QMS
delegate at VMUN, represents
Liechtenstein
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As the British Columbia Youth Par-

liament is run by youth and serves

youth, it meshes well with Saki’s mo-

tivation and interest in politics. Saki

believes, “Our generation must take

responsibility for and play a role in

solving the many issues in our society. 

Incoming Head Girl Patricia Masur

was recognized for her outstanding

participation in Humanities Studies by

being selected to attend the Forum

for Young Canadians, held on Parlia-

ment Hill in Ottawa during Spring

Break and the National Student Com-

monwealth Conference in Ottawa in

May. According to Patricia, the Forum

for Young Canadians taught her one

of the most important lessons learned

to date: “How to discuss rather than

debate, to share what I know rather

than show off what I know. I have

learned to understand what confuses

me and to look at hot topic issues

from both sides rather than instantly

jumping to conclusions that I have no

facts to back up”. Patricia described

the highlight of her experiences as

“meeting people of different cultural

backgrounds and being given the

chance to talk to them and ask ques-

tions. I love to connect with new

people and this year has been filled

with opportunities to do just that.”

It is evident that the opportunities

available through the Global Issues

Club were embraced by students. Ms.

Ali O’Marra Armstrong, Humanities

Department Head, describes her

QMS students as amazing and com-

mends their willingness to participate

in learning endeavors that extended

beyond the walls of the classroom.

Ms. O’Marra Armstrong notes, “It is

through engagement that students

develop an appreciation for the past,

an understanding of the infrastruc-

ture that governs their present, and

a passion to affect the future.”

Above: The Senior School marks
International Day of The Girl on
October 12th

Right: Karlie Castle outlines her Social
Studies 9 lesson in chalk
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With a background in Corporate Relations from my time at UVic and a fa-

miliarity of the school’s operations from my previous position as Executive

Assistant to the Head of School at QMS, I knew that my knowledge and

skills could translate into my new role. What I didn’t know was how this

new direction in my career would be like finding the last puzzle piece – it

fits me perfectly. 

My role is to hear from you, the greater QMS community. QMS has a

dynamic plan to revitalize our campus as we head to our centenary in

2021, and I’m excited to be a part of it and share our vision with you. 

I am here to welcome you when you visit the campus, to walk you

through and show you all of the exciting developments that are taking

place, to listen to you and collect your memories and stories, and yes, to

raise funds for QMS that will directly enhance our facilities, grow endow-

ments, create bursaries for great students, and more. 

My role is not to plead for your support, but rather to build a relation-

ship with you and engage your interest in your school. 

This is a wonderful school, and I am proud to represent QMS at every

opportunity I get, whether it’s attending a function as a QMS parent (my

daughter is a Grade 11 student here), travelling overseas and meeting

with new families and international alumnae, advocating for our Annual

Fund Campaign, or helping organize reunions and visits to campus. 

Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have something you

would like to share, and if you are in town, my door is always open!

tarden@qms.bc.ca

250-746-4185 ext.237

Meet Mrs. Tracy Arden

When I was asked to take on the re-established role
of Director of Development at QMS, I was both
nervous and excited. 
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I graduated in 1984 from QMS and life took me in the
varied directions it takes all of us. 

Planned Giving 
Charitable Gifting Through Life Insurance

As I went about my

alumna years, I did

what many of us

did post QMS:

graduated from

university, got a

job, got married,

bought a house,

started to save for an RRSP, and made

a will — all those very grown up

things. But in the back of my mind,

like so many QMS alumna, the school

remained important to me. 

I truly felt a debt of gratitude to

Queen Margaret’s, for the education,

the teachers, and the whole QMS ex-

perience that sent me out in the

world with a solid foundation — not

to mention those treasured friend-

ships that have been a constant in my

life and a reminder of all things QMS.

This desire to give something back 

to the school influenced my decision

to make a planned gift to the school.

The option I chose in February 2000

was Charitable Giving Through Insur-

ance. I chose this as it is a relatively

inexpensive way for me to assign QMS

as the beneficiary and policy holder to

a life insurance policy, allowing me to

leave a nice legacy to the school simply

by paying the small monthly cost of

the life insurance policy. This particular

option was ideal for me, as it didn’t im-

pinge on any other present or future

financial obligations, such as a home,

investments or future plans. And as a

bonus, I receive a healthy tax deduc-

tion each year to boot.

Simply put, through this type of

planned giving, you can make a gift

and reap the tax deduction benefits

each and every year. At the same

time, you have secured your gift to the

school and assisted the school with

its long term goal planning as well. 

As with any financial decision, one

should consult with a financial plan-

ner to make sure the choice is the

right one for them. For me, it’s been

a wonderful option for the past thir-

teen years, as I continue to support

QMS and the future of the school.

Catherine Dunik (‘84)

Some of the benefits of
donating to QMS through
life insurance: 
• The premiums are quite low for the

amount of the policy value.

• You can receive tax benefits every

year, through an annual tax deduc-

tion, years before the value of the

gift is triggered.

• You have the ability to make a sig-

nificant gift of funds that are

considered independent of your

estate, and therefore cannot be

challenged, remaining both private

and confidential.

• You can designate the school as

beneficiary on a new or existing

policy. The school receives a sub-

stantial donation and the estate

receives a charitable tax deduction

for the value of the policy. 

• You may specify the use of your gift:

Scholarship, School Development,

Equestrian, Chapel, Sports, etc.

Whatever element of the school’s

future is of most concern to you.

• You know exactly the amount of the

gift you are leaving, as it is outside

your estate, so no probate or taxes

payable or worries that your gift will

be diminished. 

Above: Kindergarten student Gracie
Neufeld and her Grade 3 sister,
Maddex, share a moment with their
grandfather on Grandparent’s Day 
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  By yEar (earliest to latest):

Eileen Balbi Swingle (’42-’43) lives in
San Diego County, CA. My time at QMS is
such history to me. During the war, and
evacuees' times, I sometimes wonder how
Miss Denny and Miss Geoghegan made
ends meet. I know that many of the girls
did the chores. I made bread and milked
cows at the school farm in the summer,
and Mr. Denny next door was pretty much
the handyman. I was interested to hear
that Wendy Denny still participates. Is
there any way to hear of the whereabouts
of other 'old girls' of that time?

Bridget (Biddy) Sawyer (Robin-
son,’53) I attended QMS from 1945-
1953, and loved every year of it! I was in
St. Michael's House until my last year,
when I was transferred to St. Gabriel's. 
I was a day girl and my only disappoint-
ment was that I couldn't be a boarder!
They seemed to have so much fun! Of
course, my boarder classmates were en-
vious of my home life! Miss Denny and
Miss Geoghegan were great people, if not
a bit intimidating, especially Miss D.! I think
they would be quite overwhelmed to know
what marvellous strides the school has
taken...and very proud that their dream
has matured as it has. 

Justyna Katelnikoff (’65) I guess I can
now admit briefly stealing the morning bell
clanger. It was such a laugh waking up to
someone banging the bell with a spoon. 

Oddly, I enjoyed doing the many fatigues
that were consequences of my misbehav-
iour, and have pleasant memories of
polishing the silver trophies. I loved gym
and grass hockey, and was an avid rider,
besotted to the point that 5 AM stall-
cleaning was a joy just to be around the
horses. Not only do I remember Miss Burr,
but also her horse, one of the most beau-
tiful I had ever seen.

Cynthia (Cyndy) Lystad (’67-’69) lives
in Seattle, Washington. I went to QMS
when I was 10-11 or so. I have dear fond
memories of my stay there. At the time, I
was in St. Michael’s. I still have my school
photo. Miss Glide was Headmistress. Miss
Brown and Mrs Hughes were House
Mothers. I dearly remember Saturday
night movies, Wednesday Tuck Day, and
Ice Cream and flavored toppings. And of
course the horses!

Suzanne Anton, QC (’70) was recently
appointed as the Minister of Justice and
Attorney General of British Columbia. She
was elected to the Legislative Assembly of
British Columbia in the 2013 provincial
election.

Cathie Borrie (’70) Nurse, Lawyer, Au-
thor and Public Speaker, has specialised
in teaching and writing about Alzheimer’s
Disease. She is “dedicated to galvanizing
a positive, enlightened change in society’s
perception of dementia and works tire-
lessly as an advocate for both people with
Alzheimer’s and their caregivers.”

Mary Hammond (’76) I went from QMS
to college. First into Community Recre-
ation and I worked in the field for about a
year. But it was the 80's when the govern-
ment started to close recreation centres.
I love books, so I went back to college 
and came out with a Library Technician
Diploma. I also went on to complete my
Masters in Education – the first in my fam-
ily. Not bad for a kid who didn't do well 
in school! 

Alicia Tam (Mah, ’76) is hoping her class
mates are ready for their 40th Reunion in
2016 and is anxious to reconnect with her
friends. 

Cindy and Pam Barekman (’76) live
in Southern California. Most of their chil-
dren are grown, although Cindy did adopt
a younger child from China who is now
10. All of the Barekman girls get together
regularly with their families, camping, hik-
ing, and playing at “Camp Grandma and
Grandpa” in Sonoma.

Lori Barekman (’78) I may not play field
hockey any more but I do still love to run
and have been doing ultra marathons be-
cause the thrill of ripping around on trails
is still very strong. I am married to a biol-
ogist named Wade. We have a son Logan
who is 11 and loves to read, play base-
ball/soccer, hike and travel. He and my
daughter (Mariana is 6) go to a Spanish
immersion school since being bilingual
here is a huge advantage. I work part time
as a physical therapist so life is never dull. 

Where Are They Now? 
Alumni Updates
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Judith Bisiker (’81) All is progressing
nicely here with Bronte Creek E Sport fi-
nally, after three months of planning
battles! Last fall, my two daughters and 
I did some charity work in Africa as well as
a Safari which was their treat at the end!

Michelle Gurney (Gallant, ’81). I at-
tended QMS from 1978 until I graduated
in 1981. I currently live with my partner
Michael in Hackney, East London and my
son Clayton attends the University of Kent
in Canterbury and brings me dirty laundry
on the weekends. Attending QMS gave me
the confidence to believe I would be suc-
cessful in new situations, but also the
resilience to know that if it didn’t work out
it wouldn’t be the end of the world – you
just get back up and try again. 

Liliana Probert (Avila, ’81-’82) is proud
of the fact that her son, Santiago was at
QMS this past year. He attended Grade 8
with Mr. Smith and had a great time at
QMS!

Jennifer Spencer (’82) I am an Edmon-
ton based Actor, Voice/Text Coach,
Director, Playwright and Theatre Educator.
I am a member of the Faculty of the 
Theatre Arts Program at Grant MacEwan
University where I teach Voice, and Text
Analysis as well as directing Mainstage
Productions. QMS taught me to speak my
mind no matter the consequences and as
a young woman, whose opinions were 
often discounted because of her sex, 
I found this skill invaluable. QMS also
taught me the importance of friendship
and loyalty coming first over any old silly
boy! This still holds true for me today. 
I adored my time at QMS and was blessed
to attend it. 

LisaRedding(’84) is a Realtor in Victoria.

Melissa Montgomery Spencer (’84)
I live in Vancouver. I am an actor/writer
and work in a hospital when not acting.
“You name it, I've done it” is how I like to

describe my work! I loved QMS. QMS
taught me to be independent, rely on my-
self, and go for what I want in life.

Fay Widdowson (’85) lives in Parsipany,
New Jersey. She survived Super Storm
Sandy in October 2012, but life has been
pretty rough for some time, without power
and gas stations, and grocery stores run-
ning short of supplies.

Elizabeth Abercrombie (’88) and her
husband have three children, all of whom
will be attending QMS in 2013. 

Faria Sheikh (’88) had a new baby,
Nicholas in 2012. Faria and Nicholas vis-
ited grandmother, Mrs. Mavis Sheikh
(former QMS Teacher), in late February
2013.

Dr. Jolene Benham (’90) joined the
QMS team members recently at the HITS
Thermal Equestrian Competition in Cali-
fornia, competing in the Adult Amateur
Jumper class – and won Champion!

Susan Parhar (’92) is living back in the
Cowichan Valley and now has two nephews
and a niece attending QMS. Her daughter
will be entering the QMS Early Childhood
Education Program in September 2013.

Jane Long (Corrall, ’93), BA Vocal Per-
formance, UBC; MA Vocal Performance
ULondon, Guildhall, London, England.

Allanah Bjur (’94) After graduation I got
my nursing degree and worked in a num-
ber of hospitals on the Island before
moving to Seattle in 2003. I have since
been working at Harborview Medical Cen-
tre in the Adult and Pediatric Burn and
Trauma ICU. While working full time I com-
pleted a Masters of Science in Clinical
Informatics while travelling internationally
as much as possible — for fun and pre-
senting my thesis work at international
conferences. It's good to hear QMS is
thriving. I attribute much of my success to
the foundation I received there.

Alison Michan (Corrall, ‘96), BSc and
MSc Applied Science, UBC; is pursuing a
PhD at Cambridge University, England.

Elisabeth Ruiter (Christensen, ’96)
her husband Warren and their two chil-
dren returned to live in Duncan in June
2012. Chelsea Lynn, their daughter, was
born only a few weeks before their move!! 

Crissy Stavrakov (’96) lives in the East
Kootenays and is longing for the early
springs she experienced during her years
at QMS. She and her husband have two
daughters, Mya (5) and Maren (3).

Sara Ashby (Norris, ’97) I have recently
graduated as a registered nurse here in
the UK and I will be work as a health 
visitor for children ages 0-5. I hope that I,
too, will be able to make a positive impact
on those I care for, help and support. Miss
Glide was a role model to us all. It is with
great pride that I am affiliated with QMS
as a past student and commend the ded-
ication of those who have spent their lives
working towards developing their pupils
into contributing members of society.

Sarah Dhilon (Norman, ’97) and her
family visited Vancouver Island in late April
2013.

Jennifer Stone (Muza, ’97) and her
family visited Vancouver Island in late
April. Jennifer had the honour of speaking
to this year’s graduating class at Speech
Day 2013.

Sang Eun Yi (’99) I am doing awesome
and there is not so much change. I am still
with the same company living in Seoul. 
I went to visit Hong Kong last October and
met Amy Lau, my old roommate. It was
very fun to hang out with my old room-
mate in HK and reminds me of the good
memories I have with QMS, which always
gives a big smile.
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Lulu Macallum (’00) taught in China for
two years after graduating from UVic. In
September 2012, she accepted an intern-
ship at Brentwood College School.

Caeley Thacker (Head Girl, ’03) was
recently home for a visit with her parents.
She is currently studying to be a veteri-
narian in New Zealand. 

Emma Wynters (Eckhardt, ‘03) After
graduation I went directly to the U of A to
pursue a degree in Political Science with
a minor in International Relations and a
specialization certificate in Globalization.
I am now a Brand Manager for L’Oreal in
their Lux division. I look forward to making
a move to Montreal to pursue the position
at a national level very soon. 

Tori Chilcott (Gauss, ’04) I'm recently
married and in the process of applying 
for a US Visa so I can go and live with my
husband in Kennewick, WA. QMS was 
always my stability, it never changed dras-
tically and I always knew where I stood
with the faculty and other students. 
I spent a great 12 years of my life there. 

Tiffany Byon (’07) I was born in Busan,
South Korea and I came to Canada in
grade 8 as a timid young girl and that’s
also when I started attending QMS. After
graduating from QMS, I moved to Toronto
and specialized in Finance and Economics
at University of Toronto. I do think back to
QMS from time to time and look back to
the memories I had there. The sound of
laughter and cheer still resonate in my
heart as I think back to my journey there
at QMS. I learned to appreciate diversity
from such early stage in life. QMS has also
prepared me to be more appreciative of
the challenges in life as I know that they
continue to make me grow. 

Ciera DeSilva (’08) graduated from
Mount Allison University in May 2013 with
a double minor in French and Hispanic
Studies. She completed her third year at

L’Universite de Stasbourg in France. She
recently began a CIDA-funded internship
with Chalice Canada (in Nova Scotia) and
will be teaching and developing educa-
tional programming with their partner,
‘Centro Esperanza’ (Centre of Hope) in Chi-
clayo, Peru from July 2013 to January 2014. 

Alyxandra McClure (’08) I graduated in
June with my Bachelor of Arts from Van-
couver Island University. I'm now working
towards my Post Baccalaureate Degree in
Education (Elementary) at VIU. In May I will
be doing a four week practicum in Sokcho,
Korea. In Korea I will be teaching Grade 1.
I'm very excited!

Kevin McKinnon (’08) graduated from
QMS in Grade 7 and graduated from
Shawnigan Lake School in 2013. He will
begin his study in sciences at Queen’s 
University in September 2013.

Donna Yoon (’08) visited QMS last Oc-
tober and was able to meet with Mrs.
Rowantree. She is currently studying 
Bio-Chemistry at UBC.

Chelsea Froese (Nunweiler, ’09) re-
cently returned from a European
Dressage Internship. She is also in the
middle of a Guelph University course on-
line for “Communications and Marketing
in the Equine Industry,” and looking into
taking more courses towards her Equine
Business Certificate.

Callum Ceyssens (’12) graduated from
QMS after Grade 7 and currently attends
Shawnigan Lake School. “During my seven
years at QMS, the best thing was how
much the staff cared about my success in
all areas.”

STaFF
Mr. Joe Jackson (Science and Math
Teacher, ’78-’88) continues to make
progress after his serious car accident two
and a half years ago.

Rev. and Mrs. Maynard (both for-
mer Music Staff, ’90-’00) Life in the
parish and rectory is crazy busy, but trav-
els to Europe and visiting with family back
East keep us busy!

Ms. Nicole McDaid (former Teacher)
and Ms. Andrea Berkey (former
Teacher) received their Masters of 
Education Degrees in June 2012.

Mr. Brian Miller (former Drama
Teacher) is now teaching English as a
Second Language students at Yeungnam
University in Daegu, South Korea.

Mrs. Tamara Murdoch (Teacher, ’87-
’12) retired in July 2012 (although she
comes back to substitute teach from time
to time!).

Reverend Lyn Oldale, after serving as
the QMS Chaplain since 2005, has retired
and is planning to live in Victoria. The
school is grateful for her years of service
and commitment to the students. The
O.O.M.A. wishes to thank her for all the
wonderful services she led for them dur-
ing her years at QMS She will be missed!

Reverend Deborah Rivet, St. Peter's
Quamichan, has been appointed as the
new QMS Chaplain. She is very excited
about working with the students and
hopes to attend as many events on cam-
pus as her schedule allows.

Mrs. Helen Pulford (Roberts; Biology
teacher and Volleyball Coach, ’75-
’81). Well I have ‘quit’ work!!! I don't like
using the R word (retire...t) as I have a 16
yr old daughter so we are saying change
of career!!! It feels just right! QMS was, of
course, mentioned in my leaving speech
(dissecting fetal pigs instead of rats and
riding girls arriving into lessons half way
through covered in horse hair!). It went
down very well! I WILL make it to BC soon,
hopefully 2013.
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WEDDINGS
Our Congratulations

Victoria (Tori) Gauss (’04) to Cody Chil-
cutt, on August 3, 2012; a small backyard
wedding at his home in Kennewick, WA.

Danielle Friday (Johnston, Grade 1
Teacher, Present) got married in a des-
tination wedding in May 2013.

Mrs. Penny Quinlan (Teacher, ’71)
and her partner Doug were married in
July, then travelled to France and Scotland
– a trip on their Bucket List!! They are look-
ing forward to lots of hikes with their
German Shorthaired Pointer, Kramer,
once they return to Victoria.

Reverend Deb Rivet and her fiancée,
Ed Bentiss, were married in August 2013.

BIrTHS
Our Congratulations to the Parents

Lisa Abernethy (’90) and her husband
– a daughter; welcomed into their family
during 2012.

Jaime Costin (Hebden, ’00) – a son,
Lucas Alexander Costin, on March 24,
2012.

Sat and Sarah Dhillon (Norman, ’97)
– a daughter, Aurora Kaur, on November
21, 2012.

Beth and Mike Elliott – a son, William
Michael, on September 23, 2012; a grand-
son for Mrs. Lily Anne Millar (former
Teacher).

Brent and Christina Layton (Lisin-
ska) – a second child, in Fall 2012.

Jennifer Lightbody – a daughter, Ella
Vittoria, on August 21, 2012; another
granddaughter for Mrs. Linda Lightbody
(House Mother).

Jennifer Peter – twins, in Summer 2012;
siblings to her young son.

Liz and Warren Ruiter (Christsensen,
’96) – a daughter, Chelsea Lynn, in 2012.

Neil and Faria (Sheikh, ’88) – a second
son, Nicholas, on July 28, 2012; another
grandson for Mrs. Mavis Sheikh (former
Teacher).

Brett and Misty Zagozewski (Schrag)
– a son, Graham Michael, on July 24, 2012;
another grandchild for Mrs. Anne Schrag
(Teacher).

Our DEEpEST SyMpaTHIES
to the bereaved families

Keith Armour (grandfather of Lauren Ar-
mour), on December 8, 2012.

Dr. Richard Stanley Bell (father of Eliz-
abeth Bell, ’83), on May 29, 2012; a dentist
in Duncan since 1974. Elizabeth attended
QMS for seven years as a day girl.

Nikki Buston (Riding Coach) lost her
grandfather in late 2012.

Marion Dunn (Secretary to the Head,
’70s/’80s), on March 12, 2013, age 87; in
Red Deer. Our sympathies extend espe-
cially to her niece, Lynn MacFaul, who also
worked in Administration during the same
period.

Peter Gillespie (father of Linda, ’91),
peacefully, on July 7, 2012; after a fight
with cancer. Peter was the husband of
Christine who played the organ for Q.M.S.
Chapel Services on many occasions.

Margaret Glide (Head, ’63-’78), on
September 22, 2012; five days before her
87th birthday.

Mary Ann Harvie (’76), on June 6, 2012;
after suffering ill health for some time.

Mrs. Dale Heenen (Grade 4 Teacher,
‘90s) lost her granddaughter, Molly Camp-
bell in July 2013. Molly had been fighting
a rare form of cancer since she was 28
days old.

Donna and Tammy Morrison (two of
our amazing Housekeeping ladies) lost
their father and grandfather in late 2012.

Sue Parker (School Shop Manager) and
daughter Stephanie (Head Girl, ’08) lost
their father and grandfather in January
2013.

Rosemary Penn (Bridgman, ’40-’43),
on July 4, 2012. She was Head of St. Hugh’s,
taught at QMS, served on the QMS Board
of Governors, and will forever be remem-
bered for her commitment and contribu-
tions to the sport of field hockey (she was
the first president of the BC Women’s Field
Hockey Association). Her sisters also at-
tended QMS – Gillian Young (Bridgman, ’53)
and Heather Robertson (Bridgman, ’60). 

Kate Scurr (’12) unexpectedly lost her
father in 2013.

Phoebe Spurgin (Junior School Principal
and Deputy Head, ’63 to ’86),  on April 4,
2013.

Janice Tong (’10) on June 6, 2012. The
school was extremely saddened to an-
nounce the untimely passing of QMS Grad
of 2010, Janice Tong.

Carol Susan Williams (’84) on July 30,
2012; suddenly, in her sleep, of unknown
cause. 

Laura Williams (mother of Suzanne An-
ton, ’70), on October 15, 2012. Laura was
the wife of David Williams, LLB, past mem-
ber of the QMS Board of Governors.

Many thanks to the Old Overseas Mar-
garetian Association for their permission
to use the alumni updates section of their
annual publication, “The Link.” We want to
know what’s happening in your life! Visit
the Alumni Section of the website and
catch up! www.qms.bc.ca  
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Reunion photo below
FRONT ROW.  Helen Haynes, Liz Sinclair
(Lea Boris), Claudia Cole, Keri Roderick
(Newman) our Gr. 11 form mistress, Jen-
nifer Thomson, Roz Coleman (Simmons)  

MIDDLE ROW: Gay Calvert (Frederick),
Sandra Stevenson (Phillips), Sue Delaute
(Allan), Olwyn Southworth (Anderson) 

BACK ROW: Glynis Lawrence (Violini),
Janet Witton, Ann Preston (Morris),
Heather (Marcia) McPherson, Mary Hole
(Martin)

Missing from reunion photo: Susan
Comber (Ebsworth), Jinty Taylor ( Jones),
Gail Taylor (Boynton), Ann White (Muir),
Barb Graham (Slater)

reunions
Then and Now

1963Class of 1963 50 year reunion
The graduating class of ’63 met on Old Girls’ Weekend this past May to

celebrate 50 years since their graduation from QMS. Sitting together at

the Alumnae Dinner, the ladies regaled the younger graduating class of

2013 with tales of their adventures at the school. As a legacy gift, members

of the class generously donated to the QMS Archives Project.

Class Photo from 1961-62 (Grade 11 picture)
BACK ROW: Jinty Taylor ( Jones), Barb Graham (Slater), Glynis Lawrence (Violini),
Janet Witton, Ann Preston (Morris) Marcie Baxter (Shovlin), Annetta Nurcombe
(McKenzie), Ginny Laird (Kurpel), Heather McPherson (Mercia – first name) 

MIDDLE ROW: Gay Calvert (Frederick), Gail Taylor (Boynton), Sandra Stephenson
(Phillips), Gayle Sager (Garrett), Suzanne Delaute (Allan), Susan Comber (Ebsworth) 

FRONT ROW: Helen Haynes, Ann White (Muir), Dona Boardman (McKenzie), Ceri
Newman, Jennifer Thomson, Rosalind Coleman, Mary Hole (Martin)  

MISSING from class photo: Lea Burburuz  
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Reunion photo above 
BACK ROW: Deborah Kempling, Brenda
Vanjaarsveld, Nielane Thompson, Karen
Jenner, Tara Benham, Nicole Macdonald,
Danielle Wilson, Rita Mayer

FRONT ROW: Elizabeth Abercrombie,
Kaya Wiggens, Annika Lofstrand, Lianne
Lefsrud

Want to reconnect with old
classmates or organize a reunion?
Contact the Development Office 
to get started.

tarden@qms.bc.ca

1988

Class of 1988 25 year reunion
On Old Girls’ Weekend, the class of ‘88 met to commemorate 25 years

since their graduation from QMS. Prefect Nicole Macdonald (Bond) hosted

her classmates for an afternoon of memories and laughter. At the Alum-

nae Dinner, Ms. Bond spoke for her entire class when she shared how

special the school was for her, and how it made her into the person she

is today.

Class Photo from 1987-88 (Grade 12 picture)
BACK ROW: Kaya Wiggens, Julie Sklar, Rita Mayer, Deborah Kempling, Kelly Graham

MIDDLE ROW: Ruth Lee, Moira Brown, Nicole MacDonald, Bryoni Miller, Michelle
Honkanen, Lianne Lefsrud, Faria Sheik, Annika Lofstrand, Susan Hatch, Beverly
Hinman, Etta Weissenmayer, Brenda Wanjaarsveld, Anne Starreveld, Colleen Patrick

FRONT ROW: Hilda Him, Phillipa Bate, Renee Wilson, Danielle Wilson, Nicole
Barnard, Tara Benham, Kim Ip, Nadine Gallant

MISSING FROM PHOTO: Elizabeth Abercrombie



QMS Parents’ Association
Parents play an essential and positive

role in the life of an independent

school, and the QMS Parents’ Associ-

ation provides a vital (and much

appreciated) service to school leader-

ship and the entire school community.

The QMS School Motto is “Servite

Fortiter — Serve Ye Bravely.” Service

to others has always been a hallmark

of a QMS education; students from

our youngest three-year-old class-

rooms to our Grade 12 classes are

constantly encouraged to find ways

to help others and serve their com-

munity. Year after year, it is both

heartwarming and humbling to watch

the parents of our students exemplify

this motto with their dedicated com-

mitment to the school.

The QMS Parents’ Association

opens doors of opportunity for the

students and staff at QMS through

their work in coordinating and pro-

moting all approved parent volunteer

and fundraising activities within the

school. The money they help raise

provides resources for the school and

supplements costs that are not cov-

ered by tuition fees alone. In 2013,

the QMS Parents’ Association do-

nated $35,000 to the school. Their

donation was directed towards class-

room technology, resources for the

new Learning Commons, fine arts

programming, and our athletics 

program. Each year, the Parents’ As-

sociation also sponsors a generous

scholarship to a deserving Grade 9

student. Through the Thrifty’s Smile

Card Program, they are raising money

for a greenhouse for the school,

which will further develop the school’s

green initiatives.  
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It Takes a Village...

QMS is more than just a school, it is a community. While
students and teachers comprise the core, they are
guided and enriched by administrators, support staff,
and dedicated volunteers.

The QMS Society 
When the Founders, Miss Denny and

Miss Geoghegan, planned for retire-

ment, they formed the non-profit

Queen Margaret’s Trust Society in

1954. Now, Queen Margaret’s School

is constituted as a non-profit society

under the Society Act of British 

Columbia, and each family of a stu-

dent currently enrolled at the school

is entitled to a free membership to

the Society. Other family members

and members of the QMS commu-

nity are also eligible to become

members. The Society currently has

just over 250 members.

But what does it mean to be a

member of the QMS Society? More

than anything, it means having a 

direct say in the governance of the

school – only members of the QMS

Society can elect the Board of Gover-

nors each fall at the Society’s Annual

General Meeting, or stand for election

as a Governor. Additionally, certain

activities of the Board can only be car-

ried out with approval of the Society,

such as the appointment of chair of

the Nominating Committee. 

If you are interested in the high-

level decision making that takes

place at QMS, attend the AGM and

familiarize yourself with the mem-

bers of the board and governance

structure that oversees the school.

Above: Grade 1 student, Brendan
Lucas and Grade 2 student Parker
Fox examine the new iPads
generously donated to the Primary
Centre by the QMS Parents’
Association

Left: Jennifer Pelton, Grade 2
Teacher Ellen Arndt, Dale Krikke,
and IT Manager Kimberly Dray
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Stephanie Gibbs

Doing the laundry for a six-person

family may seem like more than

enough for one person, but at certain

times of the year, parent volunteer

Stephanie Gibbs does the laundry for

the entire school! 

Her role as coordinator for the PA-

run uniform recycling program (the

Unicycler) not only involves washing

and pressing, it also requires careful

bookkeeping and coordination of

payouts, as well as a good knowledge

of inventory to help new parents 

navigate the tight quarters of the 

Unicycler Store. 

Monies raised through the Unicy-

cler program help supplement the

PA’s other fundraising efforts, all of

which have led to very generous 

donations to the school. 

Stephanie is not the only Gibb 

family member to give her time to the

school; her husband, Dr. Mark Gibbs,

is a member of the QMS Board of

Governors and is often seen at

school events, cheering on his four

children and supporting the school.

Dale Krikke
Whether it’s donning a sparkly blue

cowboy hat to encourage 50/50 

ticket sales at the Spring Barn Dance

& Auction or helping to organize an

Easter Egg hunt for Primary students,

PA Treasurer Dale Krikke is an enthu-

siastic volunteer for the school’s

parent-led fundraising endeavors. 

Although she’ll be ceding her offi-

cial role in the PA Executive in

September 2013 to focus on her own

business and family, she’ll still be a

prominent fixture at the school, help-

ing to organize events like the annual

PA Parent Wine & Cheese and the

Christmas Bazaar.

Giving to the school is a family en-

deavor for the Krikkes, who are seen

at almost every school event. Thomas

Krikke, Dale’s husband, takes advan-

tage of an employer charitable giving

program at his work which recognizes

his volunteer hours at the school with

a financial donation to the school in

his name. Thomas also selflessly

bought a number of home-baked

pies at the 2012 Christmas Bazaar to

support the school’s fundraising 

endeavors. Thanks, Thomas!

Judith Parsons
Over the years, Judith Parson’s 

involvement with Queen Margaret’s

School has taken many roles, from

parent volunteer to Chair of the 

Parents’ Association, to Chair of the

Governance Committee on the QMS

Board of Governors (present role).

Throughout it all, she has been a

steadfast supporter of the school,

bringing her life experiences as an

elite athlete, international corporate

banker, and as a parent to her cur-

rent role on the Board.

As the current Chair of the Gover-

nance Committee, Judith’s role is to

monitor the Board’s activities in 

relation to the QMS Society Bylaws.

She is also in charge of reviewing and

updating the terms of reference for

the various committees of the Board. 

Although her daughter, Emma,

graduated in 2013, Judith remains

committed to QMS, the school that

offered so many opportunities for

Emma.

Volunteering at QMS

With the help of volunteers, QMS continues to provide an exceptional education for
its students. Study after study has shown a direct correlation between student success and family support in the

school environment. Whether it is spending 15 minutes each morning to read to your child and his or her classmates

or helping govern the school by serving on the QMS Board of Governors, when parents volunteer their time at QMS,

it shows they are partners in their child’s education. Here are three familiar faces around campus.
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In Miss Spurgin’s honour, the school is undertaking the restoration of the
chapel’s stained glass windows. Anyone interested in donating to the QMS
Chapel Restoration Fund in Miss Spurgin’s name is encouraged to connect
with Mrs. Tracy Arden, Director of Development at tarden@qms.bc.ca or to 
call 250.746.4185.

Miss Spurgin 

After immigrating to Duncan, BC, in

1963, Miss Spurgin took a teaching

position as the kindergarten and

Grade 1 teacher at QMS, and after

her first year at the school, became

the head of the Junior School and

Deputy Headmistress. As the trusted

confidant of Miss Margaret Glide, the

two ladies continued the legacy

handed to them by the founders,

Miss Denny and Miss Geoghegan. 

Miss Spurgin did not have the flam-

boyant personality of Miss Glide, nor

did she have the awe-inspiring pres-

ence attributed to both Miss Denny

and Miss Geoghegan. What she did

have was a steadfast calm presence

that, in Miss Glide’s words, made her

the person always to call upon in an

emergency. If it needed doing, Miss

Spurgin could be counted on to roll up

her sleeves and get it done. Miss Glide’s

legacy was building the campus; Miss

Spurgin’s legacy was to be the mortar

that held the bricks together.

On her first day of work, Miss Spurgin

arrived at the school to find a chaotic

scene. One of the buildings had

flooded and all hands were on deck,

mopping up water, moving furniture,

and trying to clean up the mess. When

Miss Glide finally looked up from her

task to ask if the new teacher had ar-

rived, someone pointed to a well

dressed person with her long skirt

rolled up to her knees, mop in hand,

helping with the cleanup. Her career at

QMS had begun! Before the students

arrived back at school, Miss Spurgin

had painted the Common Room in res-

idence, moved beds around, and made

curtains for the cubicles. 

Her legacy was not only behind the

scenes — under her guidance, the

school became an educational force

to be reckoned with. The foundations

she helped lay for the curricular of-

ferings at QMS and the opportunities

she helped her students pursue have

led to the school’s outstanding repu-

tation for academic excellence today.

Miss Spurgin’s dedication to “Servite

Fortiter” did not end with her career

at QMS. After she retired and moved

to Thetis Island, she joined the

Cowichan District Hospital Auxiliary

and was often seen delivering tea and

comforts (mostly scones and straw-

berry jam) to the patients at both the

hospital and Cairnsmore Place, many

of whom were younger than she was.

Miss Sybil Phoebe Spurgin passed away on April 4, 2013,
and Queen Margaret’s School lost a living legend. 



Head of School Wilma Jamieson ad-

dressed the congregation and

described how Miss Glide, the first

headmistress after the school’s

founders, was an essential link in the

chain that connected the Founders

with our present day. 

In Miss Glide’s own words, “I know

that Miss Denny would not wish me

to be merely a custodian of tradition.

Tradition must be a moving, dynamic

force.” Those words are a description

of Miss Glide herself — a moving, dy-

namic force. Under her tenure, the

facilities at Queen Margaret’s School

improved vastly, including the opening

of St. Michael’s House (Geoghegan

Hall), and the building of a new barn,

an indoor riding ring, Spurgin Hall,

Glide Hall, and Founders’ Hall. Strate-

gic and visionary, Miss Glide was on

the cutting edge of best practices in

education. Her description of her role

as Headmistress is a blueprint for 

today’s: “My job should be to look for-

ward and make sure that here and

now we are providing the right foun-

dation on which the next 50 years can

be built.” Miss Glide believed that

“schools must help children to ac-

quire the basic skills. Then they must

provide and stimulate the minds of

children so that they want to think, to

learn, to reason.” Forty years later,

these ideas continue to provoke

much thought and debate. With in-

creasing access to technology, the

growth of social media, and the

changing landscapes of the global

economy, best practices in teaching

and learning (including social and

emotional intelligence) continue to be

the focus of many discussions.

Like the 3-linked chain that is a

symbol on the QMS Coat of Arms,

Miss Glide was able to connect past

with present, joining future. She

brought the ideals of the Founders to

life; she was able to live in the present

and effectively and creatively manage

the challenges of the day; and she

was able to envision and secure a fu-

ture foundation that has allowed

QMS to provide students with an ex-

ceptional educational experience. We

owe her our heartfelt thanks.
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Miss Glide

Miss Margaret Glide passed away on September 22,
2012, and Queen Margaret’s School hosted a memorial
service for her that was attended by many students,
former teachers, and alumnae. 

Miss Glide was
responsible for
ushering in new
customs, like making
the wearing of berets
in Chapel voluntary.
Although she was
concerned about

what the Founders would say, she
needn’t have worried. After the
announcement about the new
Chapel uniforms, Miss Denny
commented, “I wondered how long
it was going to take you to make
such a sensible change.”



42 CONNECTIONS

Profiles

Dr. Dan ielle Fritz
When QMS Alumna Dr. Danielle Fritz

toured a veterinary clinic in her

Kindergarten class, she knew right

away that she wanted to be a vet

when she grew up. Now, this notable

QMS graduate has returned to the

school to be the main veterinary

caretaker for the school’s stable of

over 40 equine athletes.

Dr. Fritz graduated from QMS in

1998. Her choice to attend QMS was

deliberate; she and her parents knew

that the school’s strong science and

math program would give her the

strong foundation she needed to suc-

ceed in her pre veterinary medicine

studies at UVic and her subsequent

WCVM degree from the University of

Saskatchewan. After completing her

studies in Canada, Dr. Fritz took an

internship at a veterinary clinic in 

Oregon, USA, to further

her knowledge of sur-

gery and anesthesia. 

In 2006, she returned

to Duncan to practice 

Ambulatory Equine

Medicine. In 2013, 

Dr. Fritz became the

first veterinarian on

Vancouver Island to

perform an equine em-

bryo transplant.

Dr. Fritz credits many aspects of

QMS for her success in her field. The

small class sizes were a key element.

She also credits the enthusiasm of

her teachers, such as Ms. Pelletier in

Biology and Ms. Wood in Chemistry,

both of whom were passionate about

their subjects and shared their joy of

learning with their students. 

Dr. Fritz is committed to giving back

to the school by providing opportuni-

ties for current students at QMS. At

the 2013 Speech Day Ceremonies, Dr.

Fritz and her husband, Peter Holmes

(jump course designer), established a

generous scholarship that will cover

all herd health veterinarian services

to a student’s horse for a full school

year and an entry fee to a horse show.

Mrs. Jennifer Stone (Muza) Every year, the school chooses a dis-

tinguished graduate to speak at

Speech Day. This year, the honour

went to Jennifer Stone, Class of ‘97. 

Mrs. Stone attended QMS for four

years, graduating as a prefect and

head of St. Hugh’s. After graduating,

she completed two Bachelor of Arts

Degrees at the University of Calgary,

in European History and International

Relations. 

While residing in Oxford, Jennifer

completed a Graduate Diploma at

Christie's Education in London, in the

History of Early European Art and An-

tiquities. In 2008, she completed a

Master’s degree with distinction in

History of Art and Connoisseurship

at the University of Glasgow.

Jennifer and her husband moved to

London in 2008 while she worked at

Christie’s Auction House (London and

Paris) developing their anti-money

laundering and fraud protection pro-

gram. In 2009, Jennifer and Greg

moved back to Calgary to be closer to

home and start a family of their own. 

Jennifer currently works for the City

of Calgary in their Corporate Security

Department and specializes in corpo-

rate intelligence and internal fraud

investigations. Jennifer still considers

QMS to be like a second home and

believes that her years at the school

helped her to realize and develop her

potential in all aspects of her life. Her

message to the Graduating Class of

2013 is to embrace opportunity, as

she did. You never know where it will

lead you!



43CONNECTIONS

Chapel Fund

Shirley Burr

Shu-Min Chang & Yu-Ju Lan

Tamasine Davies

Luella Donk

Heather Matson

Leonard Mayea

Frances Montgomery

Eileen Peltier

Sheila Protti

Hongwei Ren & Jing Qin

Patricia Rowantree

Robert Wilson

Class of 63 reunion 
archives project

Suzanne Allan

Elizabeth Buburez

Claudia Cole

Marjorie Haynes

Mary Martin

Sandra Phillipson

Ann Preston

Jennifer Thomas

Educational Technology

Kirstin Bains

Christine Bone

Susan Cruikshank

Kimberley Dray

Darlienne Howes

Jane Richmond

Scott Rigby

Margaret Rigby

Patricia Rowantree

Phoebe Spurgin

Head’s Fund

Myke Amon

Tracy Arden

Sandra Bakker

Noelle Bellomi

Charles & Dola Boas

Shelagh Boggs

Nicola Buston

Graeme Campbell

Guy & Carmen Carpentier

Paul Ceyssens

Darcie Clifford

Chris Compton

Rachel Devlin

Joanie Diebel

Catherine Dunik

Jessie Fraser

Betty Frewer

Shiv Garyali

Shirley George

Mark & Stephanie Gibbs

Heather Graham

Jan Green

Sheny Gregory

Dr. Paul & Laura Hagen

Rosemary Hawthorne

Lucy Herzig 

Andrew Jamieson

Wilma Jamieson

Surjinder & Colleen Johel

Maria Jones

Shireen Kazempour

Cheryl Keith

Vivan Kilvert

Sharon Klein

Dr. Rachel Lawless

Linda Love

Samantha Macdonald

Minisha Manj

Celina Mason

Dave Mayo

Andrew McKay

Rebecca McKay

Grant & Teresa McKinnon

Bruce McPherson

Karl & Celia Meade

David & Sarah Mellings

Jennifer Meuser

Devon Munro & Kirsty Grant

Carol Newington

Judith Parsons

David & Hayley Picard

Sandra Potter

Jim & Barbara Rankin

Shannon Roome & Adam
Johnston

Kathleen Russell

Sue Ryan

Christopher & Leanne
Schultz

Julie Scurr

Patti Small

Ryan Smith

Chris Spicer

G. Terence Squire

Sue Stone

Leigh Taylor

Derek Thomas

Howard Todd

Brad Tomuik

Gordon Tuck & 
Jennifer Pelton

Karen Webber 

Mary-Helen Wright & John 
Hawthorne

Anthony & Mollie Vyvyan

Andrew Young

In Memory of 
Miss Spurgin

Shelly Bailey

Joan Bennett

Marion Carncross

Shannon Gregson

Eileen Peltier

Margaret Postuk

Other— 
Building renewal

Ellen Arndt

Kelly Eakins

Dane Munro

Scholarships/Bursaries

Angela Andersen

Peter Gosling

Fiona Morrison

Barbara Nunes

G. Terence Squire

Alexandra Summers

This year saw the re-establishment of the QMS Development Office, under the lead-
ership of Mrs. Tracy Arden. For the first time in almost a decade, we launched an
Annual Fund campaign. We invited members of the QMS Community to connect with the school in a number

of ways, and I’m happy to say our invitation was graciously received by many of you. In our inaugural year, we focused

on participation, and I was thrilled to see so many members of our diverse community contribute — alumnae, parents,

Board of Govenors, faculty and staff, students, and business partners of the school. Thank you, all of you.

With your generous contributions to the Head’s Fund in particular, I have been able purchase a technology cart

with 20 laptops for our Junior School, refurbish the curtains on our stage in Founders’ Hall, help staff and faculty take

advantage of some exciting professional development opportunities, and proceed with a number of campus 

improvement projects.

The QMS Annual Fund is a valuable resource that helps our school provide opportunities for program excellence

beyond the capacity of fees. Thank you for your contributions. 

Wilma Jamieson , Head of School

Annual Fund Report 



Completed in June 1934, the QMS Chapel is a unique
structure, built entirely with native woods. It has a
special place in the lives and hearts of every QMS
student past and present, regardless of faith. 

“Times have changed, buildings have changed, uniforms have changed,” ex-

plains QMS Head of School, Wilma Jamieson. “But the Chapel has remained

constant. The traditions that were started in this building and continue to this

day are treasured by students, faculty, staff and our Cowichan community.”

The structure of the chapel was recently restored with help from a grant

from the Heritage Legacy Fund of British Columbia that recognized the special

status of one of Duncan’s designated heritage buildings. Now it is time to

focus on the chapel windows, whose stories have contributed so much to

the history of the Chapel and whose beautifully coloured prisms illustrate

some of the rich history of the school.

There are 11 unique stained glass windows in the QMS Chapel, some of

which require releading and reinforcement to continue providing joy for the

next generations of QMS students, faculty, and staff. The school hopes to un-

dertake this work in the next year, thanks in part to the legacy of Miss Phoebe

Spurgin, who requested that memorial donations in her name be made to

the QMS Chapel Restoration Fund.

Anyone interested in donating to the QMS Chapel Restoration Fund is 

encouraged to connect with Ms. Tracy Arden, Director of Development at 

tarden@qms.bc.ca or to call 250-746-4185.

The Chapel 
of Queen Margaret of Scotland

Left: St. Christopher – Dedicated by
two former students, Geraldine and
Virginia Laird, in memory of their
father, Kenneth Roy Laird, who was
killed in a plane crash. This window
shows St. Christopher, patron saint
of travellers, and the RCAF badge.

Right: Rounding out the trinity of
QMS saints, St. Gabriel is shown as
the messenger with winged feet,
“Swift to Obey.”

Above: St. Michael – Dedicated to
the memory of the men who, as little
boys, attended QMS, and who gave
their lives in World War II. The
Archangel Michael symbolizes
strength and courage, the victory of
right over wrong. The names of the
men are carved on a wooden
plaque below the window.



Left: St. Hugh of Lincoln – Depicting
St. Hugh with his Bishop’s Staff and
his pet swan at his feet, this
memorial window is dedicated to
Miss Charmian Brown, Head of St.
Hugh’s, who passed away soon
after she left the school in 1935. 

Above: St. Cecilia – Dedicated to 
the memory of Miss Geoghegan, 
this window shows St. Cecilia, 
the patroness of musicians, and
commemorates Miss Geoghegan’s
love of the QMS Chapel Choir, 
her dedication to the Girl Guides,
and her affiliation with UBC, her 
alma mater.

Below: The School Crest – The first
stained glass window to be put in
the chapel during its construction in
1934. This window contains
medieval glass, collected from the
ruins of Arras Cathedral in France
during World War I by the father of
Doris Bischlager, Head Girl 1933-34.
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The QMS Grad Class of 2013 
is embarking on exciting new
opportunities with acceptances at
several post secondary institutions
(listed at right) and scholarship
awards totalling over $250,000!

Academy of Art
University

Art Institute of
Vancouver

Carleton University

Dalhousie University

Durham University

Fraser International
College

Istituto Marangoni

Kwantlen Polytechnic
University

McGill University

McMaster University

Mount Allison
University

Nottingham Trent
University

Oxford Brookes
University

Queen’s University

Queen’s University
Bader

Royal Holloway
University 
of London

Ryerson University

Simon Fraser
University

Southampton
University

Thompson Rivers
University

Trinity Western
University

University of Alberta

University of
Birmingham

University of Bristol

University of British
Columbia

University of Calgary

University of
Edinburgh

University of Guelph

University of Leeds

University of Ottawa

University of the Arts
London

University of the Fraser
Valley

University of Toronto

University of Victoria

University of Waterloo

Vancouver Island
University

Western University

York University

Grad Class of 





The QMS Learning Centre
Together, we can open the doors to amazing opportunities

Naming legacies are still available. Connect with our Development Office for details on how your gift 
will ensure that Queen Margaret’s School continues a tradition of excellence and 

innovation that has characterized our rich academic history for more than 90 years.

T 250.746.4185 ext. 237 | tarden@qms.bc.ca  |  www.qms.bc.ca





660 Brownsey Avenue

Duncan, British Columbia  

V9L 1C2 CANADA

250.746.4185


